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on 


COOPERATIVE  STATE-FEDERAL  BRUCELLOSIS 
ERADICATION  PROGRAM 


CALENDAR  YEAR  1959* 


Introduction 


The  cumulative  effect  of  relatively- 
high  levels  of  program  activities  main- 
tained over  the  past  several  years 
resulted  in  more  States  becoming  Modi- 
fied Certified  Brucellosis  Areas  in 
calendar  year  1959  than  in  any  similar 
period  during  the  cooperative  State- 
Federal  brucellosis  eradication  pro- 
gram. The  nine  States  which  achieved 
this  distinction  were  Arizona,  Georgia, 
Maryland,  Massachusetts,  Nevada, New 


York,  Oregon,  Tennessee,  and  West 
Virginia,  There  is  no  question  but  that 
each  dollar  spent  today  is  buying  more 
actual  brucellosis  eradication  than  at 
any  other  time  in  the  history  of  the 
program.  It  has  been  estimated  that 
had  appropriations  continued  at  1958 
levels  the  entire  Nation  would  have 
attained  Modified  Certified  Brucellosis 
Area  status  by  1965,  and  eradication 
by  1970. 


Modified  Certified  Brucellosis  Areas 


The  latter  half  of  1959  has  been  a 
period  of  readjustment,  State-Federal 
appropriations  were  substantially  less 
for  fiscal  year  1960  than  have  been 
available  in  recent  years.  As  a  result, 
only  one  State  was  able  to  hold  its 
previously  established  goal  for  Modi- 
fied Certification.  Goals  in  16  States 
were  set  back  from  a  few  months  to 
as  many  as  five  years.  Three  States 
withdrew  their  goals  entirely.  Another 
three  States  which  had  been  expected  to 
establish  goals  during  the  year  were 
not  able  to  do  so.  Nevertheless,  a  sig- 
nificant milestone  -  the  half-way  point 
in  the  certification  of  the  Nation  -  was 
passed  during  1959,  but  unless  addi- 
tional financial  support  is  provided,  the 
last  half  of  the  certification  effort  will 
take  much  longer  than  expected. 
Another  milestone  passed  during  1959 


was  that  all  of  the  original  48  States 
now  have  one  or  more  Modified  Certi- 
fied Brucellosis  Area  counties. 

During  the  past  two  years,  new 
county  certifications  have  been  obtained 
at  the  rate  of  more  than  400  per  year. 
Complete  area  testing  programs  were 
under  way  in  more  than  500  counties. 
Since  July  1959,  however,  the  number 
of  counties  being  initially  certified  and 
those  conducting  area  programs  have 
decreased  significantly.  As  of  Decem- 
ber 1959,  area  testing  programs  are 
in  effect  in  only  350  counties.  The  num- 
ber of  initial  certifications  expected 
during  Fiscal  Year  1960  (July  1959  to 
June  1960)  is  300,  far  below  previous 
program  accomplishments.  At  least  200 
counties  are  now  fully  qualified  to  be- 
gin area  work  but  are  awaiting  funds. 


•Presented  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  National  Brucellosis  Committee,  held  at  Chicago,  Illinois, 
February  3-4,  1960. 
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Interstate  Shipment  of  Cattle 


Extensive  surveys  have  been  con- 
ducted in  recent  months  to  determine 
how  safe  it  is  to  accept  cattle,  without 
test,  from  herds  not  under  quarantine 
in  Modified  Certified  Brucellosis 
Areas.  Tests  at  destination  on  more 
than  44,000  such  cattle  revealed  only 
26  reactors,  approximately  one  for 
every  1,700  tested.  This  compares  with 
one  reactor  disclosed  out  of  each  122 
animals  tested  that  originated  in  non- 
certified  areas.  These  findings  empha- 
size the  importance  of  granting  prefer- 
ential treatment  to  animals  originating 
in  Modified  C  ertif  ied  Brucellosis 
Areas.  Free  movement  of  cattle  from 
such  areas  has  often  been  the  added 
inducement  necessary  when  area  certi- 
fication   programs   are  adopted.  Im- 


porting States  which  have  restrictions 
requiring  tests  of  cattle  from  herds 
not  under  quarantine  in  certified  areas 
are  being  urged  to  modify  such  restric- 
tions so  that  areas  not  certified  will 
be  encouraged  to  attain  Modified  Certi- 
fied Brucellosis  Area  status. 

Although  enforcement  of  Federal 
Interstate  Brucellosis  Regulations  have 
been  continually  strengthened,  it  has 
not  been  possible  to  obtain  100  percent 
compliance.  As  more  and  more  herds 
are  freed  of  brucellosis,  the  possibility 
of  the  disease  being  transmitted  through 
illegal  shipments  of  cattle  is  reduced. 
Complacency  should  not  enter  the  picture 
in  this  regard,  however,  for  the  hazards 
involved   warrant   constant  vigilance. 


Infection  Rates 


A  significant  recent  achievement 
was  the  fact  that  during  November  1 959, 
the  percent  of  reactors  for  all  cattle 
blood  tested  in  the  Nation  dropped  below 
one  percent  for  the  first  time  in  history 
(0.94  percent).  The  previous  low  was 
1.11  percent  in  November  1958.  Infec- 
tion rates  have  decreased  consistently 
over  the  years  in  spite  of  the  fact  that 
new  areas  are  constantly  being  added 
to  the  program.  With  reductions  in 
State-Federal  appropriations,  future 
accomplishments  are  expected  to  be 
somewhat  less  than  in  the  past. 

An  outstanding  improvement  in  the 
brucellosis  ring  test  program  was  put 
into  widespread  operation  during  1959. 
This  involves  the  use  of  composite 
preserved  milk  samples  for  conducting 
brucellosis  ring  tests.  These  samples 
are  available  at  most  milk  processing 
plants  throughout  the  Nation  where  they 
are  used  for  conducting  butterfat  de- 
terminations in  the  so-called  "Bab- 
cock"  test.  The  recommendation  that 
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the  "Babcock"  sample  be  used  for  bru- 
cellosis ring  testing  came  about  after 
several  years  of  careful  evaluation  in 
which  fresh  and  preserved  milk  sam- 
ple ring  test  results  were  compared 
for  accuracy  with  blood  tests  of  many 
thousands  of  herds.  Significant  program 
economies  were  achieved  following 
adoption  of  this  procedure  due  to  the 
fact  that  fewer  technicians  are  needed 
to  collect  milk  samples  and  that  sam- 
ples are  available  any  time  during  the 
working  day.  Most  milk  plants  have 
welcomed  the  procedure  because  it 
does  not  slow  up  the  receiving  and 
weighing  of  milk. 

The  brucellosis  ring  test  continues 
to  be  one  of  the  most  valuable  tools  in 
the  brucellosis  eradication  program. 
Use  of  the  "Babcock"  sample  has  re- 
duced the  very  low  percentage  of  false 
suspicious  reactions  still  further.  When 
conducted  on  refrigerated  samples,  the 
efficiency  of  this  test  has  surpassed 
original    expectations.    A  number  of 


States  are  reporting  no  suspicious 
herds  at  all  over  periods  of  a  month 
or  two.  As  a  selected  example  of  prog- 
ress, Wisconsin  has  recently  reported 


only  1.5  percent  suspicious  ring  tests. 
Thus,  the  blood  testing  of  more  than 
98  percent  of  the  dairy  herds  is  no 
longer  required. 


"Cull  and  Dry  Cow"  Testing  Program 


A  method  for  screening  beef  herds 
in  range  and  semi-range  areas  was 
recently  incorporated  into  the  Uniform 
Methods  and  Rules  for  Bovine  Brucel- 
losis Eradication.  This  procedure,  re- 
ferred to  as  the  "cull  and  dry  cow" 
testing  program,  was  implemented  in 
many  areas  during  1 959  following  trials 
which  extended  over  a  number  of  years. 
Two  States  -  Washington  and  Hawaii  - 
are  now  obtaining  complete  coverage 
in  the  testing  of  cattle  at  time  of  slaugh- 
ter. Briefly,  the  program  calls  for  the 
application  of  uniform  back  tags  to 
market  cattle  as  they  leave  the  prem- 
ises of  origin  or  pass  through  market- 
ing or  concentration  centers.  As  the 
identified  cattle  reach  slaughter,  blood 
samples  are  drawn  and  tested.  The 
tests  are  credited  to  the  ranch  and 
area  of  origin.  This  procedure  should 
prove  as  efficient  in  beef  herds  as  the 
brucellosis  ring  test  is  in  dairy  herds 
for  disclosing  infection.  Due  to  the 
fact  that  animals  which  are  actively 
infected  with  Brucella  organisms  are 
more  likely  to  be  culled  than  average 
breeding  animals,  this  class  of  cattle 
may  be  expected  to  show  a  higher  in- 
fection rate  than  animals  from  un- 
selected  groups. 

The  "cull  and  dry  cow"  testing 
program  is  an  approved  alternate  pro- 
cedure for  maintaining  certification  of 
range  and  semi-range  Modified  Certi- 
fied Brucellosis  Areas.  Recent  data 
indicate  that  97  percent  of  blood  testing 
in  beef  herds  will  be  eliminated  when 
coverage  of  all  such  herds  in  an  area 
is  accomplished. 

Under  the  "cull  and  dry  cow"  test- 
ing program,  procedures  to  be  followed 


in  a  herd  suspected  of  having  cattle 
infected  with  Brucella  will  be  based 
upon  a  study  of  available  herd  records 
and  discussions  with  the  livestock 
owner.  When  reactors  are  disclosed 
among  market  cattle,  full  consideration 
is  given  to  their  vaccination  status. 
The  elapsed  days  between  the  time  the 
animal  is  tagged  and  the  blood  sample 
drawn  are  taken  into  consideration  also. 
It  is  recognized  that  only  with  the  co- 
operation, voluntary  participation,  and 
favorable  interest  of  the  livestock  pro- 
ducers, will  the  "cull  and  dry  cow" 
testing  program  be  successful. 

If  a  herd  is  placed  in  a  doubtful 
position,  several  alternate  plans  may 
be  considered.  For  instance,  (1)  in 
small  herds  (50  animals  or  less)  it  will 
be  advisable  to  test  all  breeding  cows 
over  3  years  of  age;  (2)  in  larger  herds, 
if  a  test  of  all  breeding  cows  over  3 
years  of  age  is  not  immediately  prac- 
ticable, all  cattle  shipped  for  any  pur- 
pose should  be  tested  over  an  extended 
period  of  time;  and  (3)  another  plan  in 
larger  herds  would  be  the  testing  of  a 
random  sample  of  the  breeding  cows, 
the  number  of  animals  to  be  tested 
being  sufficient  to  assure  a  95  percent 
probability  of  finding  at  least  one  re- 
actor among  the  cattle  tested. 

A  significant  number  of  Western 
States  already  have  the  "cull  and  dry 
cow"  testing  program  in  operation. 
Most  States  west  of  the  Mississippi 
River  as  well  as  many  States  border- 
ing the  River  on  the  east  have  set  up 
procedures  for  collecting  and  testing 
blood  serum  samples  from  properly 
identified  slaughter  cattle.  As  an  ex- 
ample of  the  efficiency  being  obtained, 
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cattle  originating  in  the  State  of 
Montana  have  been  tested  in  12  other 
States.  At  present,  the  volume  of  test- 


ing under  this  program  is  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  15  to  20  thousand  cattle  per 
month. 


Calfhood  Vaccination 


Official  calf  vaccinations  continued 
to  increase  during  1959  in  all  areas. 
Significant  in  this  regard  is  the  fact 
that  more  than  50  percent  of  the  esti- 
mated eligible  calves  in  the  Nation  are 
now  being  vaccinated  under  this  pro- 
gram. A  continued  high  level  of  vacci- 
nations will  be  advisable  until  eradica- 
tion of  brucellosis  has  been  achieved. 
Because  of  decreased  State-Federal 
appropriations,  it  has  been  necessary 


to  discontinue  free  vaccination  in  most 
areas  which  are  not  working  direct- 
ly toward  eradication.  It  is  possible 
that  this  will  result  in  decreased  num- 
bers of  calves  being  vaccinated  during 
1960,  The  livestock  industry  is  urged 
to  continue  the  vaccination  program, 
whether  at  public  or  private  expense, 
because  of  the  insurance  it  provides 
against  rapid  extension  of  brucel- 
losis. 


Outlook  for  the  Future 


Many  States  are  ready  to  advance 
beyond  the  Modified  C  ertified  Brucello- 
sis Area  status.  The  United  States 
Livestock  Sanitary  Association  has  now 
adopted  procedures  for  establishing 
and  maintaining  "Certified  Brucellosis- 
Free  Areas".  The  incentives  offered 
by  the  Certified  Brucellosis-Free  clas- 
sification are  sufficient  to  encourage 
all  Modified  C  ertified  Brucellosis  Area 
States  to  attain  them. 

Prospects  for  eradication  brighten 
considerably  as  large  blocks  of  States 
become  modified  certified.  Optimism 


is  widespread  that  eradication  of  bru- 
cellosis can  be  achieved  by  using  avail- 
able methods  and  materials.  A  number 
of  modified  certified  States  are  looking 
forward  to  achieving  this  distinction 
within  the  near  future. 

It  is  obvious,  of  course,  that  further 
progress  in  this  direction  will  be  closely 
related  to  continued  support  of  everyone 
concerned,  including  adequate  financing. 
At  this  stage  of  the  cooperative  program, 
we  cannot  afford  to  relax  our  efforts  to 
achieve  the  increasingly  realistic  goal 
of  BRUCELLOSIS  ERADICATION. 
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RING  TESTING:  HERDS 


Cooperative  State-Federal  Brucellosis  Eradication  Program 

%  OF  HERD  RING  TESTS^!^!^!^ 


'6% 


1952         1954         1956  1958 

FISCAL  YEAR 


1960 


U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


NEG.  59  (  7)-5066      AGRICULTURAL  RESEARCH  SERVICE 


BLOOD  TESTING:  HERDS-LOTS 

Cooperative  State-Federal  Brucellosis  Eradication  Program 


1935  1945  1955 


FISCAL  YEAR 

U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE  NEG.  59  (  7)-5061      AGRICULTURAL  RESEARCH  SERVICE 


6 


BLOOD  TESTING:  CATTLE 


Cooperative  State-Federal  Brucellosis  Eradication  Program 
MIL.  CATTLE  TESTED 


Tested , 


14,168,909 


12 
9 

6 
3 


1935 


1945 


1955 


FISCAL  YEAR 


U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


NEC.  «0(1)-S08)  AGRICULTURAL  RESEARCH  SERVICE 


OFFICIAL  CALF  VACCINATIONS 


Cooperof/ve  State-Federal  Brucellosis  Eradication  Program 
%  OF  ELIGIBLE  CALVES      \  ] 


1945  1950  1955  1960 


FISCAL  YEAR 

BASED  ON  ESTIUATeO  ELICIBLE  CALVES 
US.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE  NEC.  59  (  7)-5069      AGRICULTURAL  RESEARCH  SERVICE 
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CATTLE  UNDER  SUPERVISION 

Cooperative  State-Federal  Brucellosis  tradication  Program 


%  OF  CATTLE  POPULATION 


1954  1955  1956  1957  1958  1959  1960  1961 


DATA  AS  OF  JANUARY   I  %  BASED  ON  NUMBER  OF  CATTLE  AND  CALVES  ON  FARM 

U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE  NEC.  60  (I)-  508  7      AGRICULTURAL   RESEARCH  SERVICE 


RING  TESTING:  HERDS 

Cooperative  State-Fede ral  Brucellosis  Eradication  Program 

%  OF  HERD  RING  TESTS 


30 


25% 


TESTS  FOUND 
SUSPICIOUS 


J  1  L 


1954  1955  1956  1957  1958  1959  1960  1961 


CALENDAR  YEAR 


U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


NEC.  60  (11  -  5088      AGRICULTURAL  RESEARCH  SERVICE 


CALVES  VACCINATED 

CooperahVe  State-Federal  Brucellosis  Eradication  Program 


1950  — 

2,255,678 

1  1  1  1 

 L 

o 

1955  — = 

4,607,973 

MM 

 u 

1959  — — 

6,731,936 

0                 5  1 

 L 

0  MIL 

LION 

CALENDAR  YEAR 

U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE  NEC.  60(l)-  5082  AGRICULTURAL  RESEARCH  SERVICE 


MODIFIED  CERTIFICATION  STATUS:  COUNTIES 

Cooperative  State-Federal  Brucellosis  Eradication  Program 


THOUS.  COUNTIES 


1954  1955  1956  1957  1958  1959  1960  1961 

CALENDAR  YEAR 

U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE  NEG.  60  ())-5089       AGRICULTURAL  RESEARCH  SERVICE 
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COUNTY  CERTIFICATION  STATUS 


Cooperative  State-Federal  Brucellosis  Eradication  Program 


1954  1955  1956 


1957  1958  1959 

I      I  CERTIFIED  !■  NOT  CERTIFIED 


DATA  AS  OF  DECEUBER  31.  YEARLY 
U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE  NEG.  60  (  1  )  -  5050  AGRICULTURAL  RESEARCH  SERVICE 


BOVINE  BRUCELLOSIS 


ACCOMPLISHMENT 

DEC.  31,  1959 


I      I  CERTIFIED 

U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


%  OF  TOTAL 
COUNTIES 


AREA  WORK 
IN  PROGRESS 


GOAL 

DEC.  31,  1960 


NO  AREA  WORK 

NEC.  60(1).S0e4  AGRICULTURAL  RESEARCH  SERVICE 


Bovine  Brucellosis 


STATES  ACCEPTING  CATTLE 


From  Certided  Areos  in  Accordance  With  Uniform  Methods  and  Rules 


December  1956 


Accepting 

AAontanO    occepts  grade  beef  animals 
Colorodo     accepts  oil  beel  but  no  dotry  animals 


I   ^    i  Contemplating 


U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


NEC.  60{n-5090      AGRICULTURAL  RESEARCH  SERVICE 


BRUCELLOSIS-UNDULANT  FEVER 


THOUSANDS 

6 


± 


HUMAN  CASES 


%  OF  CATTLE  POPULATION 

6 


CATTLE  INFECTED 


1948 


1950 


1952 


1954 


1956 


1958 


1960 


U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


*BASED  ON  BLOOD  TEJT  ONLr 

NEC.  40(n-5083  AGRICULTURAL  RESEARCH  SERVICE 


INDIVIDUAL  STATE  REPORTS 
ON 

BRUCELLOSIS  ERADICATION  ACTIVITIES 


PART  II 


Note 

In  some  cases,  more  reactor  cattle  were 
reported  slaughtered  than  were  found.  This 
occurs  at  times  when  reactors  disclosed  at 
the  end  of  the  preceding  year  are  carried  over 
and  slaughtered  at  the  beginning  of  the  next  year. 


ALABAMA 


Activities 

Blood  Tests 

Herds  -  Lots  

Reactor  Herds  -  Lots  

Percent  

Cattle  Tested  

Reactor  Cattle  

Percent  

Reactors  Slaughtered 

Percent  

Ring  Tests 

Herd  Tests  

Suspicious  Herd  Tests  ,  ,  .  . 

Percent  

Vaccinations  (Calfhood)  

Certifications 

New  and  Reinstated  Counties 

Counties  Removed  

Total  Certified  Counties   .  ,  .  . 


As  the  second  year  of  area  brucel- 
losis certification  work  draws  to  a 
close,  16  percent  of  Alabama's  coun- 
ties are  Modified  Certified  Brucellosis 
Areas.  Five  additional  counties  are 
conducting  area-wide  testing  leading  to 
certification.  Thus,  approximately  20 
percent  of  the  initial  certification  work 
has  been  completed.  If  activities  con- 
tinue at  the  present  level.  State -wide 
certification  will  be  completed  by  1 968. 
Eight  counties  are  qualified  to  begin 
area  work  just  as  soon  as  additional 
funds  and  personnel  are  available. 
Additional  counties  can  be  declared  as 
program  progress  warrants.  State  and 


Calendar  Year  Percent  Change 


1 958 

1959 

for  1959 

20,484 

16.726 

-18.3 

1,532 

1,572 

+2.6 

7.5 

9.4 

(+1.9) 

!17.219 

235,149 

+8.3 

3,230 

3,928 

+21.6 

1.5 

1.7 

(+0.2) 

99.0 

.  94.6 

(-4.4) 

6,120 

4,749 

-22.4 

1,251 

524 

-58.1 

20,4 

11.0 

(-9.4) 

58,897 

68,493 

+  16.3 

3 

8 

0 

0 

3 

11 

3  {  )  %  difference 

County  brucellosis  committees  are  ac- 
tively contributing  to  the  progress  being 
made. 

Calfhood  vaccinations  and  swine 
herd  certifications  remain  approxi- 
mately the   same   as  for  a  year  ago. 

Brucellosis  ring  tests  are  now  being 
conducted,  almost  exclusively,  on  Bab- 
cock  preserved  samples. 

Serious  consideration  is  being  given 
to  instituting  a  uniform  back  tag- 
ging system  to  identify  cull  and  dry 
cattle  moving  to  slaughter.  It  is  ex- 
pected that  such  a  system  will  expedite 
ultimate  eradication. 
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ALASKA 


Activities  Calendar  Year  Percent  Change 

1958  1959  for  1959 

Blood  Tests 

Herds  -  Lots   96  93  -3.1 

Reactor  Herds  -  Lots   1  2  +100.0 

Percent   1.0  2.2  (+1.2) 

Cattle  Tested   1,073  834  -22.3 

Reactor  Cattle   3  2  -33,3 

Percent   0.3  0.2  (-0.1) 

Reactors  Slaughtered 

Percent   100.0  100.0  (-0.0) 

Ring  Tests 

Herd  Tests   54  128  +137.0 

Suspicious  Herd  Tests   0  3   

Percent   0.0  2.3  (+2.3) 

Vaccinations  (Calfhood)   140  100  -28.6 

Certifications 

New  and  Reinstated  Counties   0  0   

Counties  Removed   0  0   

Total  Certified  Counties   0  0   


Now  that  Alaska  has  become  an  in- 
dependent State,  plans  are  being  made 
to  initiate  a  cooperative  State -Federal 
program.   Very  little  brucellosis  has 


(  )  %  difference 

been  found  in  Alaska,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  the  State  will  soon  join  the  grow- 
ing list  of  Modified  Certified  Brucel- 
losis Areas. 
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ARIZONA 


Activities 

Blood  Tests 

Herds  -  Lots  

Reactor  Herds  -  Lots  

Percent  

Cattle  Tested  

Reactor  Cattle  

Percent  

Reactors  Slaughtered 

Percent  

Ring  Tests 

Herd  Tests  

Suspicious  Herd  Tests  .  .  .  . 

Percent  

Vaccinations  (Calfhood)  

Certifications 

New  and  Reinstated  Counties 

Counties  Removed  

Total  Certified  Counties   .  .  .  . 


The  State  achieved  Modified  Certi- 
fied Brucellosis  Area  status  on  June 
30,  1959,  exactly  as  predicted  in  last 
year's  estimated  goal.  Since  that  time, 
efforts  have  been  directed  toward  erad- 
ication by  continuing  work  in  infected 
herds,  tightening  quarantine  proce- 
dures, and  retesting  of  interstate  cattle 
as  required  by  State  regulation.  Only 
83  herds  were  under  quarantine  at  the 
time  of  State  certification.  This  number 
is  expected  to  be  reduced  to  30  by 
January  1,  1960,  and  to  less  than  10 
a  year  later. 

Arizona  has  approximately  400  dairy 


Calendar  Year  Percent  Change 


1958 

1959 

for  1959 

4,676 

3,428 

-26.7 

297 

176 

-40.7 

6.4 

5.1 

(-1.3) 

91.210 

80,455 

-11.8 

880 

666 

-24.3 

1.0 

0.8 

(-0.2) 

130.7 

101.7 

(-29.0) 

867 

1,320 

+52.2 

201 

153 

-23.9 

23.2 

11.6 

(-11.6) 

17,398 

18,319 

+5.3 

6 

1 

0 

0 

13 

14 

^  (  )  %  difference 

herds  under  the  brucellosis  ring  test 
program,  but  the  Babcock  preserved 
sample  is  not  being  utilized.  C  oncerning 
the  cull  and  dry  cow  program,  the  State 
has  no  definite  plans  to  adopt  the  pro- 
cedure. The  program  is  available,  how- 
ever, to  ranchers  who  specifically  re- 
quest the  service. 

All  eligible  dairy  calves  in  the  State 
are  being  vaccinated  against  brucel- 
losis, while  only  4  percent  of  the  eligible 
beef  calves  are  being  vaccinated.  Iso- 
lated "closed  herd"  beef  husbandry 
practices  are  a  factor  in  the  low  per- 
centage of  beef  calf  vaccinations. 
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ARKANSAS 


Activities 

Blood  Tests 

Herds  -  Lots  

Reactor  Herds  -  Lots  

Percent  

Cattle  Tested  

Reactor  Cattle  

Percent  

Reactors  Slaughtered 

Percent  

Ring  Tests 

Herd  Tests  

Suspicious  Herd  Tests  .  .  .  . 

Percent  

Vaccinations  (Calfhood)  

Certifications 

New  and  Reinstated  Counties 

Counties  Removed  

Total  Certified  Counties   .  .  .  . 


Arkansas  is  running  slightly  ahead 
of  its  predicted  goal  for  county  certi- 
fications during  1959.  In  spite  of  this 
the  anticipated  goal  for  Statewide  certi- 
fication has  been  set  back  one  year  to 
December,  1961.  Reductions  in  funds 
and  personnel  have  been  the  primary 
considerations  in  the  revised  goal.  The 
State  hopes  to  have  58  counties  certi- 
fied by  the  end  of  1960,  leaving  17  to  be 
completed  in  1961,  Petitioning  activi- 
ties have  been  slowed  due  to  present 
limitations  of  the  program.  County 
brucellosis  committees  have  been  very 
helpful  in  educational  activities  and  in 
circulating  petitions. 

In  order  to  achieve  eradication,  a 


Calendar  Year 

Percent  cnange 

1958 

1959 

for  1959 

35,780 

31,781 

-11.^ 

3,237 

2.874 

-11.2 

9.0 

9.0 

(0.0) 

438,118 

376,548 

-14.1 

6,916 

6,919 

+0.1 

1.6 

l.o 

(+0.2) 

102.7 

95.0 

18,543 

18,612 

+0.3 

3,916 

1,656 

-57.7 

21.1 

8.9 

/      1  O     O  \ 

(-  12-2) 

145.984 

152,017 

-l-A  1 

18 

20 

0 

0 

24 

44 

(  )  %  difference 


closer  check  of  commercial  beef  herds 
is  contemplated,  possibly  through  the 
cull  and  dry  cow  program,  testing  at 
auction  markets,  and  closer  super- 
vision of  farm  to  farm  movements. 

Calfhood  vaccinations  are  increas- 
ing, with  approximately  65  percent 
now  being  vaccinated.  Babcock  pre- 
served milk  samples  are  being  used 
in  about  90  percent  of  all  brucellosis 
ring  tests. 

A  deficiency  in  the  program  is  that 
funds  and  personnel  are  not  available 
to  conduct  tests  of  known  infected  herds 
and  milk  ring  suspicious  herds  in  coun- 
ties which  are  not  yet  under  the  area 
test  program. 
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CALIFORNIA 


Activities 


Calendar  Year 


1958 


Blood  Tests 

Herds  -  Lots   11,246 

Reactor  Herds  -  Lots   1,480 

Percent   13.2 

Cattle  Tested   288,877 

Reactor  Cattle   3,423 

Percent   1,2 

Reactors  Slaughtered 

Percent   149.1 

Ring  Tests 

Herd  Tests   7,444 

Suspicious  Herd  Tests   1,888 

Percent   25.4 

Vaccinations  (Calfhood)   3  96,156 

Certifications 

New  and  Reinstated  Counties   3 

Counties  Removed   0 

Total  Certified  Counties   4 


1959 

14,526 
1,550 
10.7 
431,076 
5,956 
1.4 

.92.9 

12,513 
2,184 
17.5 
449,012 

23 
0 
27 


Percent  Change 
for  1959 


+29.2 
+4.7 
(-2.5; 
+49.2 
+73.9 
(+0.2) 

(-56.2) 

+68.1 
+  15.7 
(-7.9) 
+13.3 


(  )  %  difference 


Although  all  counties  in  the  State 
of  California  are  now  established  as 
brucellosis  control  areas,  fund  limi- 
tations for  fiscal  year  1960  have  re- 
sulted in  a  cutback  in  the  number  of 
counties  actually  conducting  area  test 
programs.  Goals  have  been  revised, 
with  Statewide  certification  now  ex- 
pected by  January  1,  1962. 

Babcock  preserved  samples  are  now 
being  utilized  for  conducting  the  brucel- 
losis ring  test.  Calfhood  vaccinations 
continue  to  rise,  with  an  estimated  85 
percent  of  those  eligible  being  vac- 
cinated during  1959. 

A   goal  of  15  counties  to  be  using 


uniform  back  tags  in  the  cull  and  dry 
cow  testing  program  has  been  set  for 
1960.  It  is  expected  that  6,000  cattle 
will  be  thus  identified  during  the  coming 
year.  Being  a  receiving  State,  Cali- 
fornia will  be  conducting  many  tests  of 
cull  and  dry  cattle  originating  in  other 
States.  The  testing  program  is  already 
under  way,  with  more  than  a  thousand 
tagged  cattle  from  Washington,  Oregon, 
Montana,  and  Utah  being  tested  during 
the  closing  months  of  1959. 

An  important  program  development 
is  a  State  regulation,  effective  January 
1,  1961,  which  will  require  calfhood 
vaccination  of  imported  dairy  cattle. 
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COLORADO 


Activities 


Calendar  Year 


1958  1959 

Blood  Tests 

Herds  -  Lots   13,529  10,982 

Reactor  Herds  -  Lots   991  653 

Percent   7,3  5.9 

Cattle  Tested   214,913  161,231 

Reactor  Cattle   2,102  1,487 

Percent   1.0  0.9 

Reactors  Slaughtered 

Percent   92.1  86.7 

Ring  Tests 

Herd  Tests   12,390  6,055 

Suspicious  Herd  Tests   540  348 

Percent   4.4  5.7 

Vaccinations  (Calfhood)   148,010  114,490 

Certifications 

New  and  Reinstated  Counties   13  15 

Counties  Removed   0  0 

Total  Certified  Counties   15  30 


Percent  Change 
for  1959 

-18.8 

-34.1 

(-1.4) 

-25.0 

-29.3 

(-0.1) 


(-5.4) 

-51.1 
-35.6 
(+1.3) 
-22.6 


(  )  %  difference 


Although  the  number  of  Modified 
Certified  Brucellosis  Area  Counties 
in  Colorado  doubled  during  1959,  the 
Statewide  certification  goal  has  been 
set  back  a  year  and  a  half  to  July, 
1962.  Many  counties  are  having  diffi- 
culty getting  the  necessary  number  of 
signatures  on  petitions.  Insufficient 
fee-basis  veterinarians  located  in  or 
near  counties  under  area  test  con- 
tinues to  be  a  problem.  County  brucel- 
losis committees  have  been  active  in 
circulating  petitions,  organizing  the 
testing  and  vaccination  programs,  and 
soliciting  support  of  the  livestock 
owners. 


It  is  not  anticipated  that  the  Babcock 
preserved  sample  will  be  utilized  dur- 
ing 1960  for  conducting  the  brucellosis 
ring  test.  Calfhood  vaccinations  are 
expected  to  remain  constant  in  the 
neighborhood  of  150,000  per  year.  All 
counties  are  being  urged  to  develop 
a    county- wide    vaccination  program. 

It  is  expected  that  the  cull  and  dry 
cow  testing  program  will  get  under 
way  during  the  coming  year  on  a 
limited  trial  basis  in  most  of  the 
counties  presently  certified.  It  is  an- 
ticipated that  2,500  cattle  will  be  tagged 
during  the  year. 
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CONNECTICUT 


Activities  Calendar  Year  Percent  Change 

1958  1959  for  1959 

Blood  Tests 

Herds -Lots   6,102  4,375  -28.3 

Reactor  Herds  -  Lots   182  149  -18.1 

Percent   3.0  3.4  (+0.4) 

Cattle  Tested   101,526  83,726  -17.5 

Reactor  Cattle   273  205  -24.9 

Percent   0.3  0.2  (-0.1) 

Reactors  Slaughtered 

Percent   96.3  92.2  (-4.1) 

Ring  Tests 

Herd  Tests   5,078  5,534  +9.0 

Suspicious  Herd  Tests   478  328  -31.4 

Percent   9.4  5.9  (-3.5) 

Vaccinations  (Calfhood)   16,820  20,723  +23.2 

Certifications 

New  and  Reinstated  Counties   0  0   

Counties  Removed   0  0   

Total  Certified  Counties   8  8   

Qi^^  (  )  %  difference 


Connecticut  increased  brucellosis 
ring  test  activities  during  the  past  year, 
utilizing  the  Babcock  preserved  sample 
in  about  40  percent  of  the  tests.  It  is 
expected  that  an  even  higher  percentage 
of  ring  tests  will  be  conducted  on  pre- 
served samples  during  the  coming 
year.  Also,  during  1959,  the  Legis- 
lature increased  the  interval  between 
areawide  blood  tests  of  all  herds.  The 


result  was  the  concentrating  of  program 
activities  in  those  herds  which  were 
most  likely  to  be  infected.  In  spite  of 
this,  infection  rates  have  continued  to 
fall.  Tightened  quarantine  procedures 
and  increased  recognition  of  the  ring 
test  are  contributing  to  eradication. 

Almost  100  percent  of  the  eligible 
calves  are  vaccinated  each  year. 
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DELAWARE 


Activities  Calendar  Year  Percent  Change 

T958  r959  for  1959 

Blood  Tests 

Herds -Lots   1.852  1,936  +4.5 

Reactor  Herds  -  Lots   14  27  +92.9 

Percent   0.8  1.4  (+0.6) 

Cattle  Tested   31,155  30,522  -2.0 

Reactor  Cattle   24  46  +91.7 

Percent   0.1  0.2  (+0.1) 

Reactors  Slaughtered 

Percent   158.3  78.3  (-80.0) 

Ring  Tests 

Herd  Tests   1,292  2,835  +119.4 

Suspicious  Herd  Tests   69  40  -42.0 

Percent   5.3  1.4  (-3.9) 

Vaccinations  (Calfhood)   4,932  5,717  +15.9 

Certifications 

New  and  Reinstated  Counties   0  0   

Counties  Removed   0  0   

Total  Certified  Counties   3  3   

Q^;^^^  (  )  %  difference 


Delaware  is  confident  that  brucel- 
losis eradication  can  be  achieved  using 
available  tools  and  known  effective  pro- 
cedures. They  have  set  a  goal  of  January 
1,  1963,  for  final  eradication.  Plans 
call  for  closer  observation,  more 
thorough  investigations,  improved 
cleaning  and  disinfecting  procedures, 
and  shorter  intervals  between  tests  in 
"problem"  herds.  Arrangements  have 
been  made  to  culture  composite  milk 
samples  from  suspects  to  the  blood  test 


as  the  need  arises.  Plans  are  also  being 
made  for  adjustment  of  recertification 
periods  so  that  only  one  county  will  be 
due  each  year.  This  will  permit  more 
complete  coverage  of  each  area  tested 
for  purposes  of  recertification  and  will 
hasten  eradication. 

The  Babcock  preserved  sample  is 
being  utilized  in  more  than  90  percent 
of  brucellosis  ring  tests.  Approxi- 
mately 70  percent  of  the  eligible  calves 
in  the  State  are  being  vaccinated. 
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FLORIDA 


Activities 

Blood  Tests 

Herds  -  Lots  

Reactor  Herds  -  Lots  

Percent  

Cattle  Tested  

Reactor  Cattle  

Percent  

Reactors  Slaughtered 

Percent  

Ring  Tests 

Herd  Tests  

Suspicious  Herd  Tests  .... 

Percent  

Vaccinations  (Calfhood)  

Certifications 

New  and  Reinstated  Counties 

Counties  Removed  

Total  Certified  Counties  .... 


Calendar  Year 


1958 


1959 


Percent  Change 
for  1959 


9,132 

7,876 

-13.8 

553 

899 

+62.6 

6.1 

11.4 

(+5.3) 

205,523 

264,845 

+28.9 

1,934 

6,648 

+243.7 

0.9 

2.5 

(+1.6) 

107.5 

.  68.6 

(-38.9) 

6,726 

7,814 

+  16.2 

3,413 

3,672 

+7.6 

50.7 

47.0 

(-3.7) 

105,051 

106,545 

+  1.4 

10 

5 

0 

0 

24 

29 

(  )  %  difference 


Brucellosis  eradication  is  continu- 
ing in  29  certified  counties  and  the  one 
county  in  which  area  testing  is  being 
conducted  leading  to  certification.  With 
the  certification  of  Bradford  County, 
all  areas  qualified  for  area  testing  pro- 
grams will  have  been  completed.  Fur- 
ther extension  of  the  program  will 
depend  upon  the  voluntary  initiative  of 
the  Florida  cattle  owners.  Action  taken 
by  the  Florida  Livestock  Board  pre- 
vents Federal,  State,  or  County  em- 
ployees from  taking  a  part  in  petition- 
ing activities.  The  Statewide  certifica- 
tion goal  has  been  dropped  entirely. 
Brucellosis  committees  have  ceased 
most  of  their  activities  since  the  Live- 


stock Board  action. 

The  brucellosis  ring  test  was  adopt- 
ed and  incorporated  into  the  eradication 
program  during  1959.  About  7  5,000 
calves  are  expected  to  be  vaccinated 
during  1960. 

C  onsiderable  effort  is  being  directed 
toward  eradicating  brucellosis  from 
problem  dairy  herds.  Some  of  these 
herds  present  a  challenge,  due  to  the 
very  large  numbers  of  cattle  involved, 
as  well  as  other  factors. 

Interest  continues  to  increase  among 
swine  owners  for  swine  herd  certifica- 
tion. The  number  of  certified  swine 
herds  has  more  than  tripled  during 
1959. 
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GEORGIA 


Activities  Calendar  Year  Percent  Change 

1958  1959  for  1959 

Blood  Tests 

Herds -Lots   42,817  85.523  +99.7 

Reactor  Herds  -  Lots   2,860  2,512  -12.2 

Percent   6.7  2.9  (-3.8) 

Cattle  Tested   706,647  523,978  -25.9 

Reactor  Cattle   8,701  5.785  -33.5 

Percent   1.2  1.1  (-0.1) 

Reactors  Slaughtered 

Percent   122.3  118.0  (-4.3) 

Ring  Tests 

Herd  Tests   6,982  9,284  +33.0 

Suspicious  Herd  Tests   1,539  1,150  -25.3 

Percent   22.0  12.4  (-9.6) 

Vaccinations  (Calfhood)   58,628  67,821  +15.7 

Certifications 

New  and  Reinstated  Counties   65  70   

Counties  Removed   0  0   

Total  Certified  Counties   89  159   

(  )  %  diffe  rence 


As  Georgia  completes  Statewide 
certification,  emphasis  is  being  placed 
upon  continued  eradication  activities. 
Quarantine  procedures  are  being  re- 
viewed and  strengthened.  Herds  sched- 
uled for  dispersal  sales  are  checked 
thoroughly  by  State  inspectors  to  de- 
termine the  brucellosis  and  tubercu- 
losis status  and  to  assure  compliance 
with  requirements  of  States  of  destina- 
tion. 

The   Babcock  preserved  sample  is 


now  being  used  in  conducting  almost 
all  of  the  brucellosis  ring  tests.  Calf- 
hood  vaccination  is  expected  to  increase 
during  1960,  as  100  percent  vaccination 
is  being  stressed. 

There  is  considerable  interest 
among  swine  owners  to  inaugurate  a 
swine  brucellosis  eradication  program 
in  the  State  on  an  area  basis.  The  num- 
ber of  certified  swine  herds  continues 
to  increase. 
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HAWAU 


Activities 

Blood  Tests 

Herds  -  Lots  

Reactor  Herds  -  Lots  

Percent  

Cattle  Tested  

Reactor  Cattle  

Percent  

Reactors  Slaughtered 

Percent  

Ring  Tests 

Herd  Tests  

Suspicious  Herd  Tests  .... 

Percent  

Vaccinations  (Calf hood)  

Certifications 

New  and  Reinstated  Counties 

Counties  Removed  

Total  Certified  Counties  .... 


Calendar  Year 


1958 


1959 


Percent  Change 
for  1959 


921 

11,053 

+  1,100.1 

147 

91 

-38. 1 

16.0 

0.8 

(-15.2) 

45,064 

41,329 

-8.3 

764 

362 

-52.6 

1.7 

0.9 

(-0.8) 

60.1 

•  55.6 

(-4.5) 

2 

135 

+6,650.0 

0 

58 

0.0 

43.0 

(+43.0) 

2,807 

6,848 

+  144.0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

(  )  %  difference 


Hawaii  intends  to  initiate  an  area 
certification  program  and  hopes  to  have 
the  Island  of  Molokai  (a  part  of  Maui 
County)  certified  by  the  end  of  1960. 
All  cattle  slaughtered  in  the  State  are 
required  by  State  law  to  be  tested  for 
brucellosis.  Reactors  are  traced  to 
herds  of  origin,  which  are  quarantined. 
Beef  herds  cannot  be  required  to  test, 
but  are  required  to  adopt  either  Plan 
A,  B,  or  C.  Most  beef  herd  owners 
are  adopting  Plan  C.    Due  to  the  fact 


that  less  than  0.2  percent  of  the  Hawai- 
ian beef  cattle  are  infected,  it  is  expected 
that  there  will  be  some  difficulty  in 
interesting  the  beef  industry  in  the 
eradication  program. 

The  Babcock  sample  is  being  used 
for  conducting  brucellosis  ring  tests. 
Since  no  preservative  is  used,  the 
sample  is  collected  while  still  fresh. 

There  is  an  active  interest  among 
swine  producers  for  a  brucellosis  erad- 
ication program. 
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IDAHO 


Activities 


Calendar  Year 


1958  1959 

Blood  Tests 

Herds  -  Lots   7,687  8.255 

Reactor  Herds  -  Lots   746  509 

Percent   9.7  6.2 

Cattle  Tested   159,585  142,677 

Reactor  Cattle   2,052  1,194 

Percent   1,3  0.8 

Reactors  Slaughtered 

Percent   102.9  97.7 

Ring  Tests 

Herd  Tests   28,702  30,373 

Suspicious  Herd  Tests   2,664  1,298 

Percent   9.3  4.3 

Vaccinations  (Calfhood)   175,615  188,822 

Certifications 

New  and  Reinstated  Counties   12  14 

Counties  Removed   0  1 

Total  Certified  Counties   26  39 


Percent  Change 
for  1959 

+7.4 
-31.8 
(-3.5) 
-10.6 
-41.8 
(-0.5) 


(-5.2) 

+5.6 
-51.3 
(-5.0) 

+7.5 


(  )  %  difference 


Idaho  continues  to  move  toward 
Statewide  certification  which  is  ex- 
pected by  April  1,  1960.  A  review  of 
the  problems  connected  with  reschedul- 
ing infected  herds  has  resulted  in  new 
procedures  for  notifying  fee-basis  vet- 
erinarians responsible  for  the  testing. 
As  a  result,  the  number  of  herds  having 
reactors  on  the  last  test  was  reduced 
from  460  in  August,  to  295  in  November. 
A  meeting  with  the  State  Brucellosis 
Committee  is  anticipated  early  in  1960 
for  the  purpose  of  re-evaluating  the 
brucellosis  eradication  program. 


The  Babcock  composite  milk  sample 
will  be  used  almost  exclusively  f  o  r 
conducting  brucellosis  ring  tests  during 
1960.  The  calfhood  vaccination  rate  is 
expected  to  remain  at  approximately 
75  percent  of  the  eligible  calves. 

It  is  expected  that  the  cull  and  dry 
cow  testing  and  tagging  program  will 
get  under  way  during  the  coming  year. 
From  5  to  10  thousand  cattle  are  ex- 
pected to  be  tagged.  About  half  that 
number  of  test  results  are  anticipated 
for  an  efficiency  rate  of  50  percent  of 
the  cattle  tagged. 
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ILLINOIS 


Activities 

Blood  Tests 

Herds  -  Lots  

Reactor  Herds  -  Lots  

Percent  

Cattle  Tested  

Reactor  Cattle  

Percent  

Reactors  Slaughtered 

Percent  

Ring  Tests 

Herd  Tests  

Suspicious  Herd  Tests  .  .  .  . 

Percent  

Vaccinations  (Calfhood)  

Certifications 

New  and  Reinstated  Counties 

Counties  Removed  

Total  Certified  Counties   .  .  .  . 


The  biggest  problem  in  the  Illinois 
brucellosis  eradication  program  is  the 
shortage  of  veterinarians,  both  regu- 
larly employed  and  fee-basis.  Limita- 
tions of  funds  have  precluded  the  hiring 
of  additional  veterinarians.  As  a  result, 
the  Statewide  certification  goal  has  been 
set  back  a  year  to  December,  1961. 
All  Federal  and  State  veterinarians 
have  been  instructed  to  do  as  much 
testing  and  vaccinating  as  time  will 
permit.  The  State  law  has  been  amended 
to  permit  the  acceptance  of  cattle  from 
herds  not  under  quarantine  in  certified 
States  and  areas  if  the  herd  of  origin 


Calendar  Year  Percent  Change 


1958  1959  for  1959 

57,743  50,883  -11.9 

2,887  1,986  -31.2 

5.0  3.9  (-1.1) 

547,132  468,071  -14.5 

5,595  4,154  -25.8 

1.0  0.9  (-0.1) 

97.6  •  94.1  (-3.5) 

77,699  73,333  -5.6 

2,164  1,542  -28.7 

2.8  2.1  (-0.7) 

135,279  139,054  +2.8 

28  13 

0  0 

28  41 


^  (  )  %  difference 

has  been  tested  within  12  months. 
Efforts  are  continuing  to  eliminate  the 
12-month  test  requirement. 

The  introduction  of  the  Babcock 
composite  sample  in  the  brucellosis 
ring  test  program  is,  and  will  continue 
to  be,  an  improvement  as  more  plants 
are  included  in  the  system.  The  number 
of  calfhood  vaccinations  is  expected  to 
rise  by  at  least  5  percent  during  1960. 
Testing  of  blood  samples  from  cattle 
tagged  in  other  States  in  the  cull  and 
dry  cow  program  will  get  under  way  in 
the  coming  year,  but  the  volume  is 
expected  to  be  low. 
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INDIANA 


Activities  Calendar  Year  Percent  Change 

1958  1959  for  1959 

Blood  Tests 

Herds -Lots   41,486  42,377  +2.1 

Reactor  Herds  -  Lots   3,156  1,689  -46.5 

Percent   7.6  4.0  (-3.6) 

Cattle  Tested   389,841  313,398  -19.6 

Reactor  Cattle   6,323  3,721  -41.2 

Percent   1.6  1.2  (-0.4) 

Reactors  Slaughtered 

Percent   105.1  112.2  (+7.1) 

Ring  Tests 

Herd  Tests   73,976  67,498  -8.8 

Suspicious  Herd  Tests   1,519  1,125  -25.9 

Percent   2.1  1.7  (-0.4) 

Vaccinations  (Calfhood)   69,139  79,762  +13.3 

Certifications 

New  and  Reinstated  Counties   10  27   

Counties  Removed   0  0   

Total  Certified  Counties   46  72   

Gi^:^^  (  )  %  difference 


An  expected  court  decision  has  been 
delayed,  due  to  illness  of  the  presiding 
judge,  in  relation  to  compulsory  testing 
in  Gibson  County.  As  a  result.  State- 
wide certification  is  not  expected  until 
April,  1960.  Most  of  the  remaining 
counties  are  in  the  final  stages  of  test- 
ing, with  certification  expected  shortly. 
Slowing  the  work  somewhat  was  a  re- 
luctance of  some  fee-basis  veteri- 
narians to  test  cattle  at  the  formerly- 
existing  fee  schedule.  Testing  of  the 
remaining  herds  in  counties  not  yet 
certified  is  being  accomplished  with 
full  utilization  of  full-time  State  and 
Federal  veterinarians.  Meetings  called 
by  local  brucellosis  committees  were 
beneficial  in  securing  agreements  with 
objectors  to  permit  testing  of  their 
herds.      A  significant  advance  during 


1959  was  the  requirement,  under  State 
law,  that  all  livestock  dealers  must  be 
licensed  and  keep  accurate  records  of 
livestock  transactions,  to  be  made 
available  on  request. 

It  is  not  anticipated  that  the  Babcock 
composite  milk  sample  will  be  utilized 
for  conducting  brucellosis  ring  tests 
during  the  coming  year.  Calfhood  vac- 
cinations are  expected  to  continue  at 
the  rate  of  40  percent  of  the  eligible 
calves.  A  cull  and  dry  cow  tagging  and 
testing  program  is  expected  to  be 
inaugurated  during  1960. 

The  swine  industry  has  proposed 
and  is  backing  pending  legislation  to 
require  the  testing  for  brucellosis  of 
all  swine  breeding  stock  offered  for 
sale  within  the  State. 
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IOWA 


Activities  Calendar  Year  Percent  Change 

1958  1959  for  1959 

Blood  Tests 

Herds -Lots   45,261  64,337  +42.1 

Reactor  Herds  -  Lots   4,518  5,957  +31.9 

Percent   10.0  9.3  (-0.7) 

Cattle  Tested   390,488  545,622  +39.8 

Reactor  Cattle   10,323  13,012  +26.0 

Percent   2.6  2.4  (-0.2) 

Reactors  Slaughtered 

Percent   128.8  107.7  (-21.1) 

Ring  Tests 

Herd  Tests   188,189  129,332  -31.3 

Suspicious  Herd  Tests   20,498  6,799  -66.8 

Percent   10.9  5.3  (-5.6) 

Vaccinations  (Calfhood)   243,386  293,322  +20.5 

Certifications 

New  and  Reinstated  Counties   0  2   

Counties  Removed   0  0   

Total  Certified  Counties   0  2   

(  )  %  difference 


Two  counties,  the  first  in  Iowa, 
achieved  Modified  Certified  Brucello- 
sis Area  status  during  1959.  Although 
this  is  far  below  the  17  anticipated 
a  year  ago,  it  is  still  a  significant 
achievement  in  that  all  of  the  original 
48  States  now  have  one  or  more  Modi- 
fied Certified  Brucellosis  Areas.  Hind- 
ering progress  is  the  fact  that  State 
laws  do  not  provide  for  compulsory 
testing  of  all  herds  in  area  counties. 
Lack  of  personnel  to  finish  testing 
within  the  permitted  period  is  retard- 


ing the  certification  program  in  a 
number  of  counties. 

The  Babcock  composite  sample  is 
now  being  utilized  for  conducting  ap- 
proximately 85  percent  of  all  brucel- 
losis ring  tests.  Calfhood  vaccinations 
continue  at  the  rate  of  30  percent  of 
the  eligible  calves.  The  testing  of 
blood  samples  from  back  tagged  cattle 
originating  in  other  States  has  been 
instituted.  Cull  and  dry  cattle  have 
been  received  from  Montana  and  South 
Dakota. 
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KANSAS 


Activities  Calendar  Year 

1958  1959 

Blood  Tests 

Herds  -  Lots   17.221  18,040 

Reactor  Herds  -  Lots   2,356  2,036 

Percent   13.7  11.3 

Cattle  Tested   182,351  211.837 

Reactor  Cattle   4,902  4,258 

Percent   2.7  2.0 

Reactors  Slaughtered 

Percent   111.0  109.0 

Ring  Tests 

Herd  Tests   68.869  60,951 

Suspicious  Herd  Tests   9,357  5,062 

Percent   13.6  8.3 

Vaccinations  (Calfhood)   242,616  229,988 

Certifications 

New  and  Reinstated  Counties   1  1 

Counties  Removed   0  0 

Total  Certified  Counties   1  2 


Percent  Change 
for  1959 

+4.8 
-13.6 
(-2.4) 
+  16.2 
-13.1 
(-0.7) 


(-2.0) 

-11.5 
-45.9 
(-5.3) 
-5.2 


(  )  %  difference 


Kansas  certified  one  additional 
county  during  1959.  making  a  total  of 
two.  The  Statewide  certification  goal 
has  been  set  back  a  year  to  July,  1962. 
Direct  supervision  of  area  counties 
has  been  improved  by  jointly  desig- 
nating a  State  or  Federal  employee 
to  direct  the  work  in  each  county 
before  testing  commences.  There  is 
increased  petitioning  activity  and  in- 
terest throughout  the  State.  A  regula- 
tion requiring  a  blood  test  of  breeding 
cattle  returning  to  farms  from  auction 
markets  went  into  effect  December  1. 
Limitation  of  funds  is  slowing  the 
progress  which  could  be  made.  The 
State  hopes  to  carry  on  an  area  pro- 
gram   in  an  average   of  20  counties 


during  1960,  with  original  certification 
of  20. 

The  Babcock  composite  milk  sample 
will  be  utilized  more  and  more  in 
brucellosis  ring  testing,  with  40  per- 
cent of  the  herds  to  be  tested  by  this 
method  during  1960.  Calfhood  vaccina- 
tions are  expected  to  rise  to  nearly 
70  percent  in  the  coming  year. 

The  cull  and  dry  cow  tagging  and 
testing  program  is  being  initiated  in 
a  semi-range  county.  It  is  expected 
that  Kansas  will  receive  some  out-of- 
state  tagged  cattle  on  which  blood  tests 
will  be  conducted. 

A  goal  for  Statewide  eradication  has 
been  set  at  1970. 
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KENTUCKY 


Activities  Calendar  Year  Percent  Change 

1958  1959  for  1959 

Blood  Tests 

Herds -Lots   43,846  47.805  +9.0 

Reactor  Herds  -  Lots   3,644  3,619  -0.7 

Percent   8.3  7.6  (-0.7) 

Cattle  Tested   442,287  508,304  +14.9 

Reactor  Cattle   8,016  8,681  +8.3 

Percent   1.8  1.7  (-0.1) 

Reactors  Slaughtered 

Percent   130.7  105.4  (-25.3) 

Ring  Tests 

Herd  Tests   34,301  36,261  +5.7 

Suspicious  Herd  Tests   4,636  3,856  -16.8 

Percent   13.5  10.6  (-2.9) 

Vaccinations  (Calfhood)   73,418  99,557  +35.6 

Certifications 

New  and  Reinstated  Counties   7  20   

Counties  Removed   0  0   

Total  Certified  Counties   9  29 

Q:^^^  (  )  %  difference 


Although  the  number  of  Modified 
Certified  Brucellosis  Area  counties 
tripled  during  1959,  the  Statewide  cer- 
tification goal  has  been  set  back  to 
December,  1963.  Additional  personnel 
and  funds  are  needed  if  more  rapid 
progress  is  to  be  made.  Quarantine 
procedures  have  been  tightened  in  ring 
test  suspicious  dairy  herds.  Such  herds 
are  now  quarantined  until  tested  and 
proved  negative.  More  attention  is 
being  given  to  other  species  of  live- 
stock, including  the  testing  of  goats, 
and  the  inauguration  of  a  swine  herd 
certification  program. 


A  change-over  is  being  made  from 
fresh  milk  to  Babcock  composite  sam- 
ples for  conducting  the  brucellosis  ring 
test.  This  procedure  will  be  used  in 
testing  approximately  75  percent  of  the 
dairy  herds  during  the  coming  year. 
Ring  testing  of  cream  samples  will 
begin  in  1960.  Calfhood  vaccinations 
continually  increase,  with  60  percent 
of  eligible  calves  expected  during  1 960. 

It  is  anticipated  that  the  cull  and 
dry  cow  testing  program,  along  with 
more  complete  ring  test  coverage, 
will  be  necessary  in  order  to  achieve 
eradication. 
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LOUISIANA 


Activities  Calendar  Year 

1958  1959 

Blood  Tests 

Herds -Lots   26,495  12,517 

Reactor  Herds  -  Lots   6,877  4,413 

Percent   26.0  35.3 

Cattle  Tested   610,751  409,148 

Reactor  Cattle   28,214  17,336 

Percent   4.6  4.2 

Reactors  Slaughtered 

Percent   94.6  91.3 

Ring  Tests 

Herd  Tests   6,041  7,495 

Suspicious  Herd  Tests   2,994  1,698 

Percent   49.6  22.7 

Vaccinations  (Calfhood)   113,125  104,557 

Certifications 

New  £ind  Reinstated  Counties   1  2 

Counties  Removed   0  0 

Total  Certified  Counties   1  3 


Percent  Change 
for  1959 

-52.8 

-35.8 

(+9.3) 

-33.0 

-38.6 

(-0.4) 


(-3.3) 

+24.1 
-43.3 
(-26.9) 
-7.6 


(  )  %  difference 


Limited  progress  was  possible  dur- 
ing 1959,  and  2  additional  Parishes 
were  certified.  Desired  calfhood  vac- 
cination coverage  has  not  been  obtained 
because  of  owner  apathy  and,  in  some 
areas,  lack  of  veterinary  support.  Addi- 
tional educational  work  is  being  done 
and  advances  have  been  made  in  organ- 
izing effective  schedules  in  some  areas. 
Enforcement,  by  the  Public  Health 
Service,  of  the  Milk  Ordinance  andCode 
has  brought  about  an  intensified  demand 
for  testing  dairy  herds,  and  has  focused 
attention  on  brucellosis  eradication. 
Louisiana  hopes  to  conduct  area  test 
programs  in  an  average  of  3  Parishes 
during  1960,  with  original  certification 


of  4.  In  order  to  cut  infection  rates  in 
areas  which  are  located  outside  of  area 
test  Parishes,  quarantines  are  needed 
on  the  infected  herds.  A  considerable 
amount  of  preliminary  work  will  be 
necessary  before  successful  area-wide 
certification  testing  will  be  possible  in 
a  number  of  Parishes. 

The  Babcock  sample  is  being  utilized 
more  and  more  for  conducting  brucel- 
losis ring  tests.  Almost  all  ring  tests 
in  1960  will  be  made  using  the  Babcock 
composite  sample.  Calfhood  vaccina- 
tion is  expected  to  jump  from  approxi- 
mately 40  to  60  percent  of  the  eligible 
calves  during  the  coming  year. 
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MAINE 


Activities  Calendar  Year 

1958  1959 

Blood  Tests 

Herds  -  Lots   6,992  5,088 

Reactor  Herds  -  Lots   154  73 

Percent   2.2  1.4 

Cattle  Tested   70,157  66,713 

Reactor  Cattle   192  111 

Percent   0.3  0.2 

Reactors  Slaughtered 

Percent   108.3  100.0 

Ring  Tests 

Herd  Tests   7,519  6,937 

Suspicious  Herd  Tests   68  33 

Percent   0.9  0-5 

Vaccinations  (Calfhood)   17,193  20,235 

C  ertifications 

New  and  Reinstated  Counties   0  0 

Counties  Removed   0  0 

Total  Certified  Counties   16  16 


Percent  Change 
for  1959 

-27.2 
-52.6 
(-0.8) 
-4.9 
-42,2 
(-0.1) 

(-8.3) 

-7.7 
-51.5 
(-0.4) 
+  17.7 


(  )  %  difference 


The  number  of  infected  lots  and  re- 
actor cattle  has  continued  to  decrease 
substantially.  Reactors  have  been  iden- 
tified in  only  13  individual  herds  during 
the  5-month  period,  July  through  No- 
vember, 1 959.  An  epidemiological  study 
now  in  progress  is  expected  to  add 
strength  and  substance  to  present  proce- 
dures and  will  result  in  more  rapid  prog- 


ress  toward  brucellosis  eradication. 

The  use  of  Babcock  composite  sam- 
ples was  adopted  during  the  year  for 
conducting  brucellosis  ring  tests. 
Eighty  percent  of  the  dairy  herds  are 
expected  to  be  covered  by  this  proce- 
dure during  1 960.  Calfhood  vaccinations 
are  expected  to  increase  to  60  percent 
of  the  eligible  calves. 
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MARYLAND 


Activities 


Calendar  Year 


1958  1959 

Blood  Tests 

Herds -Lots   14,460  13,572 

Reactor  Herds  -  Lots   293  227 

Percent   2.0  1.7 

Cattle  Tested   259,753  257,943 

Reactor  Cattle   573  513 

Percent   0.2  0.2 

Reactors  Slaughtered 

Percent   155.0  85.8 

Ring  Tests 

Herd  Tests   9,604  11,020 

Suspicious  Herd  Tests   520  358 

Percent   5.4  3.2 

Vaccinations  (Calfhood)   51,132  53,373 

Certifications 

New  and  Reinstated  Counties   11  3 

Counties  Removed   0  0 

Total  Certified  Counties    20  23 


Percent  Change 
for  1959 

-6.1 
-22.5 
(-0.3) 

-0.7 
-10.5 

(0.0) 


(-69.2) 

+  14.7 
-31.2 
(-2.2) 
+4.3 


(  )  %  difference 


Maryland  achieved  Statewide  Modi- 
fied Certified  Brucellosis  Area  status 
in  April,  1959,  two  months  ahead  of 
schedule.  Since  certification,  brucel- 
losis ring  test  surveillance  has  been 
stepped  up,  and  intrastate  and  inter- 
state movements  of  cattle  have  been 
more  effectively  controlled.  Due  to 
limited  funds  and  personnel,  it  is 
believed  that  further  progress  toward 
eradication  will  be  difficult. 

The  Babcock  composite  sample  will 


be  utilized  more  and  more  as  time 
goes  on,  with  30  percent  of  the  tests 
expected  under  this  procedure  in  1960. 
Because  calfhood  vaccination  will  be 
done  at  owner  expense,  a  drop  of  40 
percent  is  anticipated  from  the  present 
level. 

Interest  in  swine  herd  certification 
is  increasing,  due  to  the  fact  that  test- 
ing of  breeding  swine  is  being  demand- 
ed by  prospective  purchasers. 
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MASSACHUSETTS 


Activities  Calendar  Year  Percent  Change 

1958  1959  for  1959 

Blood  Tests 

Herds -Lots   8,657  4,118  -52.4 

Reactor  Herds  -  Lots   678  233  -65.6 

Percent   7.8  5.7  (-2.1) 

Cattle  Tested   126,917  76,281  -39.9 

Reactor  Cattle   1,112  394  -64.6 

Percent   0.9  0.5  (-0.4) 

Reactors  Slaughtered 

Percent   105.8  112.9  (-7.1) 

Ring  Tests 

Herd  Tests   4,979  7,295  +46.5 

Suspicious  Herd  Tests   927  473  -49.0 

Percent   18.6  6.5  (-12.1) 

Vaccinations  (Calfhood)   16,610  17,198  +3.5 

C  ertifications 

New  and  Reinstated  Counties   7  4   

Counties  Removed   0  0   

Total  Certified  Counties   10  14 

0:^;==^  (  )  %  difference 


The  entire  State  became  a  Modified 
Certified  Brucellosis  Area  in  March, 
1959.  Immediately  thereafter,  brucello- 
sis ring  tests  were  stepped  up  from  2  to 
3  times  a  year,  and  more  complete  cov- 
erage of  plants  was  obtained. Check  tests 
were  made  on  imported  cattle,  and  quar- 
antines of  infected  herds  were  strength- 
ened. In  order  to  achieve  eradication,  it 
is  believed  that  more  attention  will  be 


given  other  species  of  livestock. 

Approximately  90  percent  of  all 
brucellosis  ring  tests  during  1 959  were 
conducted  on  Babcock  composite  sam- 
ples. It  is  expected  that  this  will  in- 
crease to  95  percent  during  1960.  Calf 
vaccinations  continue  at  a  high  level, 
with  vaccination  of  95  percent  of  the 
eligible  calves  expected  during  the 
coming  year. 


40 


MICHIGAN 


Activities  Calendar  Year 

1958  1959 

Blood  Tests 

Herds -Lots   42,675  31,708 

Reactor  Herds  -  Lots   5,274  2,464 

Percent   12.4  7.8 

Cattle  Tested   429,599  270,341 

Reactor  Cattle   12,330  4,973 

Percent   2,9  1.8 

Reactors  Slaughtered 

Percent   104.4  97.4 

Ring  Tests 

Herd  Tests   81,756  86,536 

Suspicious  Herd  Tests   5,378  2,988 

Percent   6.6  3.5 

Vaccinations  (Calfhood)   77,039  82,087 

Certifications 

New  and  Reinstated  Counties   27  0 

Counties  Removed   0  0 

Total  Certified  Counties   83  83 


Percent  Change 
for  1959 

-25.7 

-53.3 

(-4.6) 

-37.1 

-59.7 

(-1.1) 


(-7.0) 

+5.8 
-44.4 
(-3.1) 

+6.6 


(  )  %  difference 


A  shortage  of  veterinarians  is  ham- 
pering the  brucellosis  eradication  pro- 
gram, and  there  is  no  prospect  of 
improving  the  situation  in  the  near 
future.  A  special  educational  program 
is  being  carried  out  to  emphasize  the 
importance  of  calfhood  vaccination. 
An  epidemiologist  is  giving  special 
attention  and  study  to  problem  herds. 
This  service  is  proving  extremely 
valuable  and  plans  are  being  made  to 
expand  it  by  training  all  State  and 
Federal  personnel  in  the  special  tech- 
niques involved.  Closer  supervision  of 
livestock  auctions,  enforcement  of 
cleaning  and  disinfection  of  vehicles  and 
premises,  more  stringent  quarantine 
restrictions,  additional  and  more  fre- 


quest  tests  of  infected  and  suspect 
herds,  immediate  follow-up  on  ring 
test  suspicious  dairy  herds,  and  spot 
testing  of  dry  and  cull  cattle  are  im- 
provements which  are  bringing  eradi- 
cation ever  closer.  A  State  law  goes 
into  effect  in  1960  requiring  a  blood 
test  of  all  breeding  cattle  sold,  except 
for  direct  slaughter. 

Babcock  composite  samples  are  not 
available  for  conducting  brucellosis 
ring  tests  in  Michigan.  Calfhood  vac- 
cinations are  expected  to  rise  sharply 
during  1960. 

There  are  26  counties  in  the  State 
which  have  no  known  infected  herds, 
and  24  additional  counties  with  5  or 
less. 
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MINNESOTA 


Activities  Calendar  Year  Percent  Change 

1958  1959  for  1959 

Blood  Tests 

Herds -Lots   65,311  58,202  -10.9 

Reactor  Herds  -  Lots   4,264  2,739  -35.8 

Percent   6.5  4.7  (-1.8) 

Cattle  Tested  1,117,329  994,829  -11.0 

Reactor  Cattle   8,858  5,672  -36.0 

Percent   0.8  0.6  (-0.2) 

Reactors  Slaughtered 

Percent   92.6  '  95.3  (+2.7) 

Ring  Tests 

Herd  Tests   153,295  158,847  +3.6 

Suspicious  Herd  Tests   4,676  2,532  -45.9 

Percent   3.1  1.6  (-1.5) 

Vaccinations  (Calfhood)   199,017  183,755  -7.7 

Certifications 

New  and  Reinstated  Counties   0  0   

Counties  Removed   0  0   

Total  Certified  Counties   87  87 

(  )  %  difference 


Problem  herds  are  now  being  as- 
signed to  full-time  State  and  Federal 
veterinarians  for  all  tests  and  special 
epidemiological  study  in  Minnesota. 
These  men  will  also  do  all  retesting  of 
individual  suspect  animals  in  herds  in 
which  the  history  does  not  indicate  the 
likelihood  of  infection.  Owners  of  prob- 
lem herds  are  being  advised  to  elimi- 
nate all  animals  showing  agglutination 
titers,  whether  or  not  the  titers  are  in 
the  reactor  range. Veterinarians  super- 
vising each  area  are  advised  to  be 


present,  when  possible,  during  the 
cleaning  and  disinfection  of  premises 
to  offer  advice  on  procedures  being 
followed. 

Due  to  the  fact  that  Babcock  com- 
posite samples  are  not  refrigerated 
in  Minnesota,  there  are  no  plans  to 
use  them  in  conducting  brucellosis 
ring  tests.  Many  vaccinated  calves  are 
shipped  out  of  Minnesota  each  year,  and 
those  remaining  probably  do  not  account 
for  more  than  a  third  of  the  potentially 
eligible  calves   retained  in  the  State. 
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MISSISSIPPI 


Activities  Calendar  Year 

1958  1959 

Blood  Tests 

Herds -Lots   ?5.127  19.527 

Reactor  Herds  -  Lots   2.009^  2,210 

Percent   8.0  11.3 

Cattle  Tested   424.388  340.824 

Reactor  Cattle   7,145  6.345 

Percent   1.7  1.9 

Reactors  Slaughtered 

Percent    102.3  91.7 

Ring  Tests 

Herd  Tests   22,946  21,905 

Suspicious  Herd  Tests   3,591  1,315 

Percent   15.6  6.0 

Vaccinations  (Calfhood)   111.127  113,967 

Certifications 

New  and  Reinstated  Counties   15  14 

Counties  Removed   0  0 

Total  Certified  Counties   20  34 


Percent  Change 
for  1959 

-22.3 
+10.0 
(+3.3) 
-19.7 
-11.2 
(+0.2) 


(-10.6) 

-4.5 
-63.4 
(-9.6) 

+2.6 


(  )  %  difference 


Goals  set  for  1959  proved  realistic 
as  county  certifications  continued  to 
rise.  Reduced  funds  for  the  program 
have  resulted  in  setting  a  new  goal  for 
Statewide  certification  of  July,  1962. 
A  continued  problem  has  been  the  com- 
pleting of  tests  of  the  last  few  herds 
in  counties  working  toward  certifica- 
tion. Corrective  action  will  involve 
more  prompt  legal  action  than  in  the 
past.  Special  emphasis  is  being  planned 
for  problem  herds  through  contacts  with 
herd  owners  by  Division  veterinarians. 
Studies  of  such  herds  will  include  his- 


tory, herd  management,  sanitary  con- 
ditions, herd  additions,  etc. 

The  Babcock  composite  sample  has 
been  adopted  for  conducting  brucellosis 
ring  tests.  Using  this  procedure,  there 
has  been  a  reduction  in  the  percent  of 
suspicious  herds,  closer  correlation 
with  follow-up  blood  tests  on  suspicious 
herds,  and  accomplishment  of  tests 
with  fewer  personnel.  Calfhood  vac- 
cinations are  expected  to  rise  to  about 
65  percent  of  the  eligible  calves  during 
1960. 
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MISSOURI 


Activities  Calendar  Year 

1958  r959~ 

Blood  Tests 

Herds -Lots   82,569  67,987 

Reactor  Herds  -  Lots   6,755  5,041 

Percent   8.2  7.4 

Cattle  Tested   978,189  792,770 

Reactor  Cattle   13,110  10,785 

Percent   1.3  1.4 

Reactors  Slaughtered 

Percent   118.9  .105.7 

Ring  Tests 

Herd  Tests   118,315  96,070 

Suspicious  Herd  Tests   10,887  3,695 

Percent   9.2  3.8 

Vaccinations  (Calfhood)   300,864  333,067 

Certifications 

New  and  Reinstated  Counties   22  29 

Counties  Removed   0  0 

Total  Certified  Counties   24  50 


Percent  Change 
for  1959 

-17.7 

-25.4 

(-  0.8) 

-19.0 

-17.7 

(+0.1) 


(-13.2) 

-18.8 
-66,1 
(-5.4) 
+  10.7 


(  )  %  difference 


Although  goals  for  1959  have  been 
met,  for  the  most  part,  the  program 
has  been  slowed  in  recent  months  due 
to  limitations  on  available  funds.  The 
Statewide  certification  goal  has  been 
set  back  to  1962.  Cattle  presented  for 
sale  at  auction  markets  from  known 
infected  herds  in  counties  not  under 
area  test  are  now  being  consigned 
direct  to  slaughter  or  returned  to  the 
farm  of  origin.  County  brucellosis 
committees  continue  to  be  very  help- 


ful in  all  phases  of  the  program,  but 
particularly  in  enlisting  the  cooperation 
of  reluctant  owners. 

It  is  expected  that  the  Babcock  com- 
posite sample  will  be  utilized  during 
1960  for  conducting  brucellosis  ring 
tests.  It  is  anticipated  that  the  percent 
of  vaccinated  calves  will  drop  from 
approximately  55  percent  to  50. 

A  new  State  law  provides  for  certi- 
fication of  swine  herds,  and  the  inter- 
est of  swine  breeders  is  increasing. 
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MONTANA 


Activities  Calendar  Year 

1958  1959 

Blood  Tests 

Herds -Lots   5,455  7,464 

Reactor  Herds  -  Lots   331  240 

Percent   6.1  3.2 

Cattle  Tested   133.479  110,645 

Reactor  Cattle   877  862 

Percent   0.7  0.8 

Reactors  Slaughtered 

Percent   86.9  77.0 

Ring  Tests 

Herd  Tests   7,561  7,513 

Suspicious  Herd  Tests   136  51 

Percent   1.8  0.7 

Vaccinations  (Calfhood)   298,140  273.702 

Certifications 

New  and  Reinstated  Counties   8  11 

Counties  Removed   1  11 

Total  Certified  Counties   50  50 


Percent  Change 
for  1959 

+36.8 
-27.5 

(-2.9) 
-17.1 
-1.7 

(+0.1) 


(-9.9) 

-0.6 
-62.5 
(-1.1) 

-8.1 


(  )  %  difference 


The  Statewide  certification  goal  for 
Montana  has  been  set  back  6  months  to 
January,  1961.  Limitations  of  funds 
has  resulted  in  free  vaccination  of 
calves  being  discontinued.  It  is  felt 
that  this  will  hinder  the  eradication 
program.  Practitioners  have  been  en- 
couraged to  promote  owner-expense 
vaccinations  and  to  hold  prices  in  line. 
Several  veterinarians  are  needed  on  the 
State  and  Federal  forces  to  properly 
service  and   supervise  the  program. 

Following  extended  field  studies,  the 
cull  and  dry  cow  tagging  and  testing 
program  is  now  under  way.  This  should 


correct  deficiencies  in  the  recertifica- 
tion  program.  Tagged  cattle  from  Mon- 
tana have  already  been  tested  in  12 
different  States.  It  is  believed  success 
of  this  program  is  assured. 

The  Babcock  composite  sample  is 
being  utilized  more  and  more  for  con- 
ducting the  brucellosis  ring  test.  During 
1960  it  is  expected  that  85  percent  of  all 
ring  tests  will  be  conducted  on  Babcock 
samples. 

Because  free  vaccination  of  calves 
has  been  discontinued,  a  40  percent  drop 
from  the  present  level  of  vaccinations 
is  expected  in  1960. 
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NEBRASKA 


Activities  Calendar  Year  Percent  Change 

1958  1959  for  1959 

Blood  Tests 

Herds -Lots   16,370  19.032  +16.3 

Reactor  Herds  -  Lots   1,285  1,279  -0.5 

Percent   7.8  6.7  (-1.1) 

Cattle  Tested   220.464  223.704  +1.5 

Reactor  Cattle   3.133  2,771  -11.6 

Percent   1-4  1.2  (-0.2) 

Reactors  Slaughtered 

Percent   94.8  ,  83.5  (-11.3) 

Ring  Tests 

Herd  Tests   86,135  89,538  +4.0 

Suspicious  Herd  Tests   1,958  1,160  -40.8 

Percent   2.3  1.3  (-1.0) 

Vaccinations  (Calfhood)   432,024  410,791  -4.9 

Certifications 

New  and  Reinstated  Counties   12  9   

Counties  Removed   3  10   

Total  Certified  Counties   40  39   

(  )  %  difference 


A  program  for  certification  of  coun- 
ties in  Nebraska  which  did  not  conform 
to  the  Uniform  Methods  and  Rules, 
Bovine  Brucellosis  Eradication,  was 
presented  and  thoroughly  sold  to  live- 
stock owners  in  the  range  area  of  the 
State  several  years  ago.  The  program 
called  for  a  5 -year  vaccination  program 
with  an  annual  percentage  screening 
test.  The  industry  has  now  been  advised 
that  certification  is  possible  only 
through  approved  procedures  outlined 
in  the  Uniform  Methods  and  Rules. 
Limitation  of  funds  resulted  in  with- 
drawing free  vaccination  from  counties 
not  engaged  in  a  brucellosis  eradica- 
tion program.  These  two  factors  con- 


tributed to  a  great  deal  of  misunder- 
standing, the  thought  of  the  livestock 
owners  being  that  agreements  have  not 
been  fulfilled.  The  situation  can  only 
be  remedied  by  an  extended  educa- 
tional program.  In  spite  of  this,  limit- 
ed progress  is  being  made,  but  the 
Statewide  certification  goal  has  been 
set  back  3  years  to  1964. 

Limited  use  is  being  made  of  Bab- 
cock  composite  samples  for  conducting 
brucellosis  ring  tests.  The  procedure 
is  adopted  wherever  the  milk  plants 
will  agree.  Calfhood  vaccinations  are 
expected  to  drop  about  10  percent  dur- 
ing 1960. 
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NEVADA 


Activities 

Blood  Tests 

Herds  -  Lots  

Reactor  Herds  -  Lots  

Percent  

Cattle  Tested  

Reactor  Cattle  

Percent  

Reactors  Slaughtered 

Percent   

Ring  Tests 

Herd  Tests  

Suspicious  Herd  Tests  .... 

Percent   

Vaccinations  (Calfhood)  

Certifications 

New  and  Reinstated  Counties 

Counties  Removed  

Total  Certified  Counties  .... 


Calendar  Year 

Percent  Change 

1958 

1959 

for  1959 

2,605 

828 

-68.2 

343 

77 

-77.6 

13.2 

9.3 

(-3  9) 

133,619 

54  896 

-58.9 

1,125 

209 

-81  4 

0.8 

0.4 

(-0.4) 

91.2 

111.0 

(+19.8) 

332 

691 

-f  1 0R  1 

8 

8 

0.0 

2.4 

1.2 

(-1.2) 

78,784 

73,843 

-6.3 

6 

4 

0 

0 

13 

17 

(  )  %  difference 


The  brucellosis  eradication  picture 
is  encouraging  in  Nevada.  The  State 
achieved  Modified  Certified  Brucello- 
sis Area  status  in  April,  1959,  more 
than  two  months  ahead  of  schedule. 
Owners  of  infected  herds  have  been 
encouraged  to  dispose  of  suspects  along 
with  reactors.  Voluntary  compliance 
has  been  significant,  and  has  expedited 
the  eradication  of  brucellosis  from 
range  herds. 

The  Nevada  State  Board  of  Stock 
Commissioners  and  the  Nevada  State 
Cattlemen's  Association  have  both  ap- 
proved the  cull  and  dry  cow  tagging 
and  testing  program.  The  program  will 
soon  be  in  full  swing,  and  no  difficulty 
is  foreseen  in  obtaining  sufficient  nvim- 
bers  of  tests  to  meet  county  recertifi- 


cation  requirements. 

The  frequency  of  brucellosis  ring 
tests  has  been  increased  to  3  a  year. 
Because  of  the  limited  number  of  dairy 
herds,  savings  cannot  be  realized  by  a 
conversion  to  the  Babcock  composite 
sample.  Continuing  the  present  col- 
lection procedure  permits  the  collec- 
tion of  valuable  information  such  as 
change  of  herd  management,  husbandry 
practices,  and  status  of  imported  herd 
additions. 

Although  approximately  85  percent 
of  the  eligible  calves  are  being  vac- 
cinated each  year,  the  number  is  ex- 
pected to  climb  during  1960. 

Considering  all  factors,  Nevada  has 
set  a  goal  for  brucellosis  eradication  - 
December,  1961. 
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NEW  HAMPSHIRE 


Activities  Calendar  Year 

1958  1959 

Blood  Tests 

Herds -Lots   4,866  5,136 

Reactor  Herds  -  Lots   36  20 

Percent   0,7  0.4 

Cattle  Tested   64,355  69,712 

Reactor  Cattle   50  39 

Percent   0.1  0.1 

Reactors  Slaughtered 

Percent   124.0  125.6 

Ring  Tests 

Herd  Tests   1,199  1,464 

Suspicious  Herd  Tests   18  12 

Percent   1,5  0.8 

Vaccinations  (Calfhood)   9,642  11,216 

Certifications 

New  and  Reinstated  Counties   0  0 

Counties  Removed   0  0 

Total  Certified  Counties   10  10 


Percent  Change 
for  1959 

+5.5 
-44.4 
(-0.3) 

+8.3 
-22.0 
(0.0) 


(+1.6) 

+22.1 
-33,3 
(-0,7) 
+  16,3 


(  )  %  difference 


Brucellosis  eradication  is  being  ap- 
proached in  New  Hampshire.  An  epi- 
demiologist is  devoting  full  time  to  the 
study  of  problem  herds  and  methods 
necessary  to  achieve  the  final  goal. 
Very  few  infected  herds  and  cattle  are 
being  found.  Because  testing  of  ring- 
test-suspicious  herds  by  fee-basis 
veterinarians  has  not  always  been 
prompt,  it  has  been  agreed  that  unless 


tests  are  conducted  within  10  days. 
State  or  Federal  personnel  will  ac- 
complish the  testing. 

The  Babcock  composite  sample  is 
now  used  almost  exclusively  in  the 
brucellosis  ring  test.  About  50  percent 
of  the  eligible  calves  are  now  being 
vaccinated,  and  the  number  is  expected 
to  continue  to  climb  in  1960. 
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NEW  JERSEY 


Activities 


Blood  Tests 

Herds  -  Lots  .  . 
Reactor  Herds 
Percent   .  .  . 


Lots 


Reactor  Cattle  

Percent   

Reactors  Slaughtered 

Percent  

Ring  Tests 

Herd  Tests  

Suspicious  Herd  Tests  .... 

Percent   

Vaccinations  (Calfhood)  

Certifications 

New  and  Reinstated  Counties 

Counties  Removed  

Total  Certified  Counties  .... 


Calendar  Year 

1958 

1959 

for  1959 

7.284 

5,586 

-23.3 

854 

381 

-55.4 

11.7 

6.8 

(-4.9) 

.66,395 

110,903 

-33.3 

1, 164 

494 

-57.6 

0.7 

0.5 

(-0  2) 

103.7 

107.7 

(+4  0) 

6,058 

5,381 

-11.2 

544 

316 

-41.9 

(-3  1) 

14,828 

17,301 

+ 1  R  7 

10 

0 

0 

0 

21 

21 

(  )  %  difference 


New  Jersey  has  continued  to  move 
toward  eradication  since  achieving 
Statewide  certification.  Significant  im- 
provements in  the  program  include  the 
wider  use  of  the  Babcock  composite 
milk  sample  for  conducting  brucellosis 
ring  tests.  More  intensive  use  of  the 
ring  test  is  planned.  Complete  epi- 
demiology is  contemplated  in  problem 
herds  so  that  eradication  can  be  ac- 
complished.  It  is   believed,  however. 


that  eradication  of  brucellosis  in  New 
Jersey  will  depend  upon  eradication  in 
areas  from  which  20  thousand  cattle 
are  obtained  annually. 

It  is  anticipated  that  the  Babcock 
sample  will  be  utilized  in  95  percent 
of  all  ring  tests  during  1960.  Calfhood 
vaccinations  are  expected  to  remain  at 
approximately  90  percent  of  the  eligible 
calves. 
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NEW  MEXICO 


Activities 


Calendar  Year 


1958 


Blood  Tests 

Herds  -  Lots   7,670 

Reactor  Herds  -  Lots   227 

Percent   3,0 

Cattle  Tested   96,796 

Reactor  Cattle   518 

Percent   0.5 

Reactors  Slaughtered 

Percent   111.8 

Ring  Tests 

Herd  Tests   1,905 

Suspicious  Herd  Tests   94 

Percent   4.9 

Vaccinations  (Calfhood)  .   44,074 

Certifications 

New  and  Reinstated  Counties   14 

Counties  Removed   0 

Total  Certified  Counties   32 


1959 

7,439 
99 
1.3 
66,358 
154 
0.2 

■  103.9 

2,074 
45 
2.2 
38,796 

0 
0 
32 


Percent  Change 
for  1959 

-3.0 
-56.4 

(-1.7) 

-31.4 

-70.3 

(-0.3) 


(-7.9) 

+8.9 
-52.1 
(-2.7) 
-12.0 


(  )  %  difference 


The  cull  and  dry  cow  tagging  and 
testing  program  is  underway  in  New 
Mexico,  It  is  anticipated  that  10  to  15 
counties  will  be  in  this  program  by  the 
end  of  1960,  with  identification  of  20 
thousand  cattle.  The  control  and  re- 
testing  of  import  cattle  has  been  a 
problem,  but  corrective  action  has 
been  taken.  Not  only  are  imports 
through  public  stockyards  and  sale 
barns  being  more  closely  supervised, 
but  the  Clovis  Public  Stockyards  and  the 
specifically  approved  yards  have  ar- 
ranged to  handle  cattle  from  Modified 


Certified  Brucellosis  Areas  so  that 
tests  and  retests  of  such  cattle  will 
not  be  needed.  With  present  procedures 
it  is  believed  that  eradication  can  be 
achieved  in  5  years. 

The  State  is  changing  over  to  the 
Babcock  composite  sample  for  con- 
ducting the  brucellosis  ring  test.  It 
is  expected  that  this  procedure  will 
be  utilized  in  75  percent  of  the  ring 
tests  during  1960.  Calfhood  vaccina- 
tions are  expected  to  continue  at  ap- 
proximately 10  percent  of  the  eligible 
calves. 
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NEW  YORK 


Activities  Calendar  Year  Percent  Change 

1958  1959  for  1959 

Blood  Tests 

Herds -Lots   27,784  26,229  -5.6 

Reactor  Herds  -  Lots   6,449  4,086  -36.6 

Percent   23.2  15.6  (-7.6) 

Cattle  Tested   568,577  430,253  -24.3 

Reactor  Cattle   10,593  6,104  -42.4 

Percent   1.9  1.4  (-0.5) 

Reactors  Slaughtered 

Percent   139.5  158.9  (+19.4) 

Ring  Tests 

Herd  Tests   92,074  89,221  -3.1 

Suspicious  Herd  Tests   7,805  2,893  -62.9 

Percent   8.5  3.2  (-5.3) 

Vaccinations  (Calfhood)   267,769  293,051  +9.4 

Certifications 

New  and  Reinstated  Counties   10  48   

Counties  Removed   0  0   

Total  Certified  Counties   14  62   

Qs^^^  (  )  %  difference 


New  York  attained  Statewide  Modi- 
fied Certified  Brucellosis  Area  status 
on  November  5,  1959,  a  month  ahead 
of  predictions.  There  are  a  limited 
number  of  herds  under  quarantine  in 
the  State,  the  status  of  which  is  unknown, 
but  which  were  counted  as  infected  for 
purposes  of  certification.  Rapid  prog- 
ress is  being  made  in  completing  the 
tests  of  such  quarantined  herds,  none 
of  which  have  been  identified  as  "prob- 
lem herds".  A  need  is  felt  for  a  regula- 


tion to  control  the  movement  of  blood 
test  suspects  from  herds  not  under 
quarantine. 

A  change-over  is  being  made  to  the 
Babcock  composite  sample  for  conduct- 
ing brucellosis  ring  tests.  It  is  esti- 
mated that  80  percent  of  all  ring  tests 
during  1960  will  be  performed  using  the 
Babcock  sample.  It  is  anticipated  that 
90  percent  of  all  eligible  calves  will  be 
vaccinated  during  1960. 
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NORTH  CAROLINA 


Activities  Calendar  Year  Percent  Change 

1958  1959  for  1959 

Blood  Tests 

Herds -Lots   23.264  25,333  +8.9 

Reactor  Herds  -  Lots   394  367  -6.9 

Percent   1,7  1.4  (-0.3) 

Cattle  Tested   263,741  277,863  +5.3 

Reactor  Cattle   810  980  +21.0 

Percent   0.3  0.4  (+0.1) 

Reactors  Slaughtered 

Percent   100.0  .  80.1  (-19.9) 

Ring  Tests 

Herd  Tests   20,369  20,649  +1.4 

Suspicious  Herd  Tests   245  159  -35.1 

Percent   1.2  0.8  (-0.4) 

Vaccinations  (Calfhood)   5,112  8,248  +61.3 

Certifications 

New  and  Reinstated  Counties   0  0   

Counties  Removed   0  0   

Total  Certified  Counties   100  100 

(  )  %  difference 


As  surrounding  States  approach  and 
attain  Modified  Certified  Brucellosis 
Area  status,  the  prospects  for  eradi- 
cation in  North  Carolina  are  brighten- 
ing. Already  33  of  the  State's  100 
counties  have  reported  no  brucellosis 
at  all  for  3  years  or  more.  Border  in- 
spection activities  have  been  intensi- 
fied, as  have  market  inspections  and 
calfhood  vaccination.  More  personnel 
are   available   now  than  a  year  ago. 


making  it  possible  to  adequately  carry 
out  eradication  activities.  It  is  antici- 
pated that  there  will  be  a  20  to  30 
percent  reduction  in  infection  rates 
during  1960. 

Practically  all  brucellosis  ringtests 
are  now  being  carried  out  on  Babcock 
composite  milk  samples.  North  Caro- 
lina expects  to  more  than  double  the 
number  of  calfhood  vaccinations  in  the 
months  ahead. 
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NORTH  DAKOTA 


Activities  Calendar  Year  Percent  Change 

1958  1959  for  1959 

Blood  Tests 

Herds-Lots   15,258  11,115  -27.2 

Reactor  Herds  -  Lots   1,343  929  -30.8 

Percent   8.8  8.4  (-0.4) 

Cattle  Tested   274,111  199,353  -27.3 

Reactor  Cattle   4,612  3,218  -30.2 

Percent   1,7  1.6  (-0.1) 

Reactors  Slaughtered 

Percent   106.0  97.4  (-8.6) 

Ring  Tests 

Herd  Tests   12,485  9,970  -20.1 

Suspicious  Herd  Tests   219  135  -38.4 

Percent   1.8  1.4  (-0.4) 

Vaccinations  (Calfhood)   166,552  179,475  +7.8 

Certifications 

New  and  Reinstated  Counties   8  2   

Counties  Removed   2  1   

Total  Certified  Counties   39  40 

Q:^^^  (  )  %  difference 


The  perennial  problem  of  insuffi- 
cient veterinary  personnel  continues  to 
hamper  progress  in  North  Dakota. 
Present  plans  provide  for  only  one  new 
county  certification  during  1960,  and 
areawide  testing  leading  toward  certi- 
fication in  an  average  of  only  2  counties. 
In  spite  of  the  slowness  of  progress,  a 
goal  date  -  1965  -  has  now  been  set  for 
Statewide  certification.  Improvements 
in  the  program  during   1959  include 


authorizing  lay  inspectors  to  brand,  tag 
and  appraise  reactors,  and  collection 
of  cream  samples  at  premises  where 
calves  are  being  vaccinated. 

The  Babcock  composite  sample  is 
not  being  utilized  in  North  Dakota  bru- 
cellosis ring  tests.  Calfhood  vaccina- 
tions are  expected  to  increase  sub- 
stantially from  the  present  rate  of  50 
percent  of  the  eligible  calves. 
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OHIO 


Activities 


Calendar  Year 


1958 


Blood  Tests 

Herds  -  Lots   42,344 

Reactor  Herds  -  Lots   3,820 

Percent   9.0 

Cattle  Tested   400,569 

Reactor  Cattle   8,625 

Percent   2.2 

Reactors  Slaughtered 

Percent   110,6 

Ring  Tests 

Herd  Tests   93,499 

Suspicious  Herd  Tests   9,090 

Percent   9.7 

Vaccinations  (Calf hood)   78,765 

Certifications 

New  and  Reinstated  Counties   13 

Counties  Removed   0 

Total  Certified  Counties   18 


1959 

36,294 
2,466 
6.8 
346.414 
5,514 
1.6 

•  142.1 

85,416 
6,609 
7.7 
85.353 

19 
0 
37 


Percent  Change 
for  1959 

-14.3 
.  -35.4 
(-2.2) 
-13.5 
-36.3 
(-0.6) 


(+31.5) 

-8.6 
-27.3 
(-2.0) 

+8.4 


(  )  %  difference 


Ohio  doubled  the  number  of  certified 
counties  during  1959,  but  progress  was 
not  sufficient  to  hold  to  the  former  goal 
of  June,  1960,  for  Statewide  certifica- 
tion. It  is  intended  that  the  State  be  cer- 
tified as  soon  as  possible,  but  no  new 
date  has  been  set.  Herds  of  origin  of 
cattle  reacting  at  sales  barns  and 
stockyards  are  now  being  tested.  An- 
other improvement  in  the  program  dur- 
ing 1959  was  stepping  up  the  frequency 


of  brucellosis  ring  tests  to  3  times  a 
year.  State  and  local  brucellosis  com- 
mittees are  continuing  educational  ef- 
forts in  relation  to  the  brucellosis 
program. 

The  Babcock  composite  sample  is 
not  being  utilized  in  Ohio  for  conducting 
brucellosis  ring  tests.  Calfhood  vac- 
cinations are  expected  to  remain  con- 
stant at  25  to  30  percent  of  eligible 
calves. 
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OKLAHOMA 


Activities  Calendar  Year  Percent  Change 

1958  1959  for  1959 

Blood  Tests 

Herds  -  Lots   15,499  14,569  -6.0 

Reactor  Herds  -  Lots   2,729  2,481  -9.0 

Percent   17.6  17.0  (-0.6) 

Cattle  Tested   260,128  233,548  -10.2 

Reactor  Cattle   7,258  5,489  -24.4 

Percent   2.8  2.4  (-0.4) 

Reactors  Slaughtered 

Percent   94.7  100.4  (+5.7) 

Ring  Tests 

Herd  Tests   24,448  16,842  -31.1 

Suspicious  Herd  Tests   2,783  1,470  -47.2 

Percent   11.4  8.7  (-2.7) 

Vaccinations  (Calfhood)   153,976  149,426  -3.0 

Certifications 

New  and  Reinstated  Counties   0  1   

Counties  Removed   0  0   

Total  Certified  Counties   0  1   

(Si^^^  (  )  %  difference 


Oklahoma  believes  that  Statewide 
certification  can  be  attained  by  1967, 
but  that  the  period  can  be  substantially 
shortened  provided  industry  support 
increases,  additional  funds  and  person- 
nel are  made  available,  and  clear-cut 
authority  is  granted  to  enforce  a 
systematic  program.  Delaware  County 
became  the  first  in  the  State  to  achieve 
Modified  Certified  Brucellosis  Area 
status  reaching  that  goal  April  27,  1959. 
It  is  hoped  that  several  more  will  join 
her  during  the  coming  year.  Trained 
technicians  were  used  for  the  first  time 


for  drawing  blood  samples.  If  further 
certifications  are  to  be  achieved,  it  will 
be  necessary  to  expand  the  use  of  such 
technicians. 

The  transition  from  fresh  to  Bab- 
cock  composite  samples  for  conducting 
brucellosis  ring  tests  has  been  com- 
pleted. A  sharp  drop  is  expected  in  the 
number  of  calves  vaccinated  during 
1960.  This  is  due,  primarily,  to  fund 
limitations  which  preclude  free  vacci- 
nation in  areas  which  are  not  conduct- 
ing a  brucellosis  eradication  program. 
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OREGON 


Activities 


Calendar  Year 


1958  1959 

Blood  Tests 

Herds -Lots   19,667  16,925 

Reactor  Herds  -  Lots   946  711 

Percent   4.8  4.2 

Cattle  Tested   297,557  233.300 

Reactor  Cattle   2,587  1,769 

Percent   0.9  0.8 

Reactors  Slaughtered 

Percent   97.1  86.4 

Ring  Tests 

Herd  Tests   21.357  18,601 

Suspicious  Herd  Tests   1,076  312 

Percent   5.0  1.7 

Vaccinations  (Calfhood)   151,807  161,808 

Certifications 

New  and  Reinstated  Counties   13  9 

Counties  Removed   0  0 

Total  Certified  Counties   27  36 


Percent  Change 
for  1959 

-13.9 

-24.8 

(-0.6) 

-21.6 

-31.6 

(-0.1) 


(-10.7) 

-12.9 
-71.0 
(-3.3) 
+6.6 


(  )  %  difference 


Oregon  achieved  Statewide  certifi- 
cation on  July  2,  1959,  only  2  days  later 
than  the  goal  of  June  30,  1959,  which 
had  been  set  in  1957,  Such  progress 
was  possible  through  a  carefully  planned 
and  executed  program,  along  with  ade- 
quate State  laws  and  regulations.  The 
cull  and  dry  cow  tagging  and  testing 
program  has  been  initiated,  and  65,000 
cattle  are  expected  to  be  identified  dur- 


ing 1960.  Tags  will  be  applied  by  the 
State  brand  inspection  service  to  all 
cull  and  dry  cows. 

The  Babcock  composite  sample  is 
now,  and  will  continue  to  be,  utilized  in 
50  percent  of  brucellosis  ring  tests.  A 
continued  increase  is  expected  over  the 
present  rate  of  80  percent  of  all  eligible 
calves  vaccinated. 
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PENNSYLVANIA 


Activities  Calendar  Year  Percent  Change 

1958  1959  for  1959 

Blood  Tests 

Herds -Lots   39,852  39.683  -0.4 

Reactor  Herds  -  Lots   1,563  1,055  -32.5 

Percent   3.9  2.7  (-1.2) 

Cattle  Tested   644,358  610,582  -5.2 

Reactor  Cattle   2,249  1,688  -24.9 

Percent   0.3  0.3  (0.0) 

Reactors  Slaughtered 

Percent   104.4  89.5  (-14.9) 

Ring  Tests 

Herd  Tests   65,818  75,986  +15.4 

Suspicious  Herd  Tests   1,283  1,057  -17.6 

Percent   1.9  1.4  (-0.5) 

Vaccinations  (Calfhood)   146,670  155,061  +5.7 

Certifications 

New  and  Reinstated  Counties   9  0   

Counties  Removed   0  0   

Total  Certified  Counties   67  67   

Q=i^Sr:)  (  )  %  difference 


The  State  of  Pennsylvania  has 
continued  to  move  toward  eradication 
since  achieving  Statewide  certification. 
The  practice  of  100  percent  testing  of 
areas  for  purposes  of  recertification 
is  continuing.  Under  the  present  pro- 
gram, reductions  in  infection  rates 
are    expected    to    exceed   25  percent 


each  year. 

A  complete  change-over  tothe  Bab- 
cock  composite  sample  for  use  in  con- 
ducting brucellosis  ring  tests  has  been 
accomplished.  By  the  end  of  1960  calf- 
hood  vaccinations  are  expected  to  jump 
to  a  rate  of  60  percent  of  all  eligible 
calves. 
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RHODE  ISLAND 


Activities 

Blood  Tests 

Herds  -  Lots  

Reactor  Herds  -  Lots  

Percent  

Cattle  Tested   2 

Reactor  Cattle  

Percent  

Reactors  Slaughtered 

Percent   

Ring  Tests 

Herd  Tests  

Suspicious  Herd  Tests  

Percent  

Vaccinations  (Calfhood)  

Certifications 

New  and  Reinstated  Counties  

Counties  Removed  

Total  Certified  Counties  


Calendar  Year 


1958 

1,662 
71 
4.3 
3,225 
115 
0.5 

113.0 

1,074 
171 
15.9 
1,863 

5 
0 

5 


1959 

1,310 
28 
2.1 
13,941 
45 
0.3 

■  113.3 

1,188 
142 
12.0 
2,504 

0 
0 
5 


Percent  Change 
for  1959 

-21.2 

-60.6 

(-2.2) 

-40.0 

-60.9 

(-0.2) 


(+0.3) 

+  10.6 
-17.0 
(-3.9) 
+34.4 


(  )  %  difference 


Rhode  Island  has  continued  to  make 
satisfactory  progress  toward  eradica- 
tion. For  example,  reactors  have  been 
found  in  only  4  individual  herds  during 
the  5  months  from  July  1  to  November 
30,  1959.  When  such  a  low  incidence  of 
the  disease  is  attained,  infection  rates 
begin  to  lose  significance.  It  is  antici- 
pated, however,  that  there  will  be  a  de- 
crease in  infection  of  33  percent  during 
1960.  Plans  for  the  future  call  for  in- 


creased attention  to  suspects  to  the 
blood  serum  test,  and  the  possibility  of 
brucellosis  in  other  species  of  live- 
stock. 

Ninety  percent  of  all  brucellosis 
ring  tests  are  now  being  conducted 
on  the  Babcock  composite  sample.  Calf 
vaccinations  continue  to  increase  in 
number,  and  include  90  percent  or  more 
of  the  estimated  eligible  calves. 
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SOUTH  CAROLINA 


Activities 

Blood  Tests 

Herds  -  Lots  

Reactor  Herds  -  Lots  

Percent  

Cattle  Tested  

Reactor  Cattle  

Percent  

Reactors  Slaughtered 

Percent  

Ring  Tests 

Herd  Tests  

Suspicious  Herd  Tests  .  .  .  . 

Percent  

Vaccinations  (Calf hood)  

C  ertifications 

New  and  Reinstated  Counties 

Counties  Removed  

Total  Certified  Counties   .  .  .  . 


Progress  in  South  Carolina  has  been 
slowed  due  to  insufficient  funds,  Fee- 
testing  by  practicing  veterinarians  has 
been  discontinued,  and  program  needs 
are  being  met  by  full-time  personnel. 
Interest  and  cooperation  in  the  various 
counties  is  directly  related  to  the  inter- 
est and  activity  of  local  brucellosis 
committees.  It  is  hoped  that  these  com- 
mittees will  be  able  to  sustain  interest 
until  such  time  as  additional  funds  are 


Calendar  Year  Percent  Change 


1958  1959  for  1959 

9,763  11.614  +9.9 

394  399  +1.3 

4.0  3.4  (-0.6) 

145,781  154,191  +5.8 

986  977  -0.9 

0.7  0.6  (-0.1) 

88.1  104.8  (+16.7) 

5,206  4,772  -8.3 

226  142  -37.2 

4.3  3.0  (-1.3) 

18,169  17,473  -3.8 

8  7 

0  0 

20  27 


(  )  %  difference 

available  for  expanding  the  program 
to  all  areas  which  request  the  service. 
The  goal  for  Statewide  certification 
has  been  set  back  a  year  to  December, 
1961. 

The  Babcock  composite  sample  is 
being  used  exclusively  in  conducting 
brucellosis  ring  tests.  Calfhood  vacci- 
nations continue  to  lag,  with  only  18  to 
20  percent  of  the  eligible  calves  being 
vaccinated  each  year. 
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SOUTH  DAKOTA 


Activities  Calendar  Year  Percent  Change 

1958  1959  for  1959 

Blood  Tests 

Herds -Lots   18,741  22,172  +18.3 

Reactor  Herds  -  Lots   2,035  1,919  -5.7 

Percent   10,9  8.7  (-2.2) 

Cattle  Tested   260,800  354,932  -36.1 

Reactor  Cattle   4,951  5,383  +8.7 

Percent   1.9  1.5  (-0.4) 

Reactors  Slaughtered 

Percent   86.4  ,    83.7  (-2.7) 

Ring  Tests 

Herd  Tests   21,174  28,382  +34.0 

Suspicious  Herd  Tests   1,812  1,449  -20.0 

Percent   8.6  5.1  (-3.5) 

Vaccinations  (Calfhood)   268,261  295,533  +10.2 

C  ertifications 

New  and  Reinstated  Counties   4  6   

Counties  Removed   0  0   

Total  Certified  Counties   4  10   

(  )  %  difference 


Increased  educational  activity  high- 
lighted the  brucellosis  eradication  pro- 
gram in  South  Dakota  during  1959. 
Feature  editorials,  magazine  and  news- 
paper articles,  progress  charts  and 
graphs,  educational  circulars,  and  other 
program  aids  were  developed.  Through 
these  media,  program  progress  has 
been  possible,  but  not  at  the  rate 
anticipated  a  year  ago.  The  previous 
goal  for  Statewide  certification  has  been 
set  aside;  designation  of  a  new  goal  will 
depend  upon  developments  in  1960.  Fund 
limitations  made  it  necessary  to  dis- 
continue free  vaccinations  of  calves  in 
areas  which  are  not  engaged  in  an  eradi- 
cation program.  The  State  Brucellosis 
Committee  was  very  helpful  during 
1959  in  explaining  the  eradication  pro- 
gram to  the  Legislature,  assisting  in 


obtaining  funds,  and  appearing  before 
a  committee  of  the  Legislative  Re- 
search Council  which  is  studying  the 
program. 

The  tagging  and  testing  of  cull  and 
dry  cows  has  begun,  4  counties  now 
being  included  in  the  program.  Tests 
of  tagged  South  Dakota  cattle  have  been 
reported  from  a  number  of  States.  It 
is  anticipated  that  5,000  cattle  will  be 
identified  under  this  procedure  during 
1960. 

A  change-over  from  fresh  milk 
samples  to  Babcock  composite  samples 
for  conducting  brucellosis  ring  tests  is 
under  way,  and  is  expected  to  be  com- 
pleted shortly.  Calfhood  vaccinations 
are  expected  to  remain  at  about  30 
percent  of  the  eligible  calves  during 
1960. 
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TENNESSEE 


Activities  Calendar  Year  Percent  Change 

1958  1959  for  1959 

Blood  Tests 

Herds-Lots   51,311  31,270  -39.1 

Reactor  Herds  -  Lots   4,258  2,172  -49.0 

Percent   8.3  6.9  (-1.4) 

Cattle  Tested   580,902  388,390  -33.1 

Reactor  Cattle   9,365  5,724  -38.9 

Percent   1.6  1.5  (-0.1) 

Reactors  Slaughtered 

Percent   98.4  89.8  (-8.6) 

Ring  Tests 

Herd  Tests   53,154  24,103  -54.7 

Suspicious  Herd  Tests   17,440  2,610  -85.0 

Percent   32.8  10.8  (-22.0) 

Vaccinations  (Calfhood)   194,813  164,406  -15,6 

Certifications 

New  and  Reinstated  Counties   38  36   

Counties  Removed   0  0   

Total  Certified  Counties   59  95   

(  )  %  difference 


Tennessee  attained  Modified  Certi- 
fied Brucellosis  Area  status  September 
28,  1959.  Actively  participating  in  the 
achievement  were  State  and  county  bru- 
cellosis committees  which  served  as 
liaison  groups  with  various  segments  of 
the  livestock  industry.  Plans  for  the 
future  include  a  tracing  system  to  locate 
the  herds  of  origin  of  reactors  disclosed 
at  market  centers,  handling  of  problem 
herds  by  full-time  personnel  who  will 
intensify  efforts  in  regard  to  epidemi- 


ology, and  more  efficient  handling  of 
infected  herds  through  rapid  data  pro- 
cessing. 

The  State  is  changing  over  from 
fresh  samples  to  Babcock  composite 
samples  for  conducting  brucellosis  ring 
tests,  and  all  ring  tests  during  1  960  are 
expected  to  utilize  the  new  technique. 
Calfhood  vaccinations  continue  to  in- 
crease, 61  percent  of  the  estimated 
eligible  calves  being  vaccinated  during 
1959. 
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TEXAS 


Activities  Calendar  Year 

1958  1959 

Blood  Tests 

Herds -Lots   28,549  26,658 

Reactor  Herds  -  Lots   6,595  4,063 

Percent   23.1  15.2 

Cattle  Tested   551,521  413,751 

Reactor  Cattle   31,751  13,342 

Percent   5.8  3.2 

Reactors  Slaughtered 

Percent   37.4  ■  67.0 

Ring  Tests 

Herd  Tests   19,899  17,465 

Suspicious  Herd  Tests   8,686  5,546 

Percent   43.7  31.8 

Vaccinations  (Calfhood)   198,120  255,394 

Certifications 

New  and  Reinstated  Counties   3  3 

Counties  Removed   0  0 

Total  Certified  Counties   3  6 


Percent  Change 
for  1959 

-6.6 
-38.4 
(-7.9) 
-25.0 
-58.0 
(-2.6) 


(+29.6) 

-12.2 
-36.2 
(-11.9) 
+28.9 


(  )  %  difference 


The  Texas  Legislature  passed  a  law 
in  195  9  providing  for  a  cooperative  area 
brucellosis  eradication  program.  Prior 
to  1959,  certification  had  been  possible 
only  on  a  100  percent  voluntary-partici- 
pation basis.  The  new  law  contains 
provisions  for  two  types  of  brucellosis 
programs.  Type  I  provides  only  for 
compulsory  calfhood  vaccination  at 
owners'  expense.  Type  II  includes  all 
of  the  provisions  of  the  Uniform 
Methods  and  Rules,  Bovine  Brucellosis 
Eradication,  and  leads  to  area  certifi- 
cation. Both  programs  are  initiated 
through  petitioning  by  livestock  owners, 
with  a  90-day  waiting  period  between 
completing  petitions  and  starting  work. 
Already  a  number  of  counties  have 
been  completely  tested;  the  outlook  for 
the  future  is  for  ever-increasing  mo- 
mentum. Of  the  first  24  counties  peti- 
tioning for  a  brucellosis  program,  19 
preferred    the    complete  eradication 


program.  The  Texas  Animal  Health 
Council  actively  supported  the  brucel- 
losis legislation,  contributing  immeas- 
urably in  this  regard.  Although  a  goal 
for  Statewide  certification  has  not  been 
established,  the  law  reads,  in  part, 
"It  is  the  purpose  of  this  Act  to  bring 
about  effective  control  and  eventual 
eradication  of  bovine  brucellosis  in  the 
State  of  Texas  and  to  accomplish  that 
purpose  in  the  most  effective,  practical 
and  expeditious  manner." 

All  brucellosis  ring  test  labora- 
tories have  been  combined  into  a  cen- 
tral laboratory  which  receives  milk 
(Babcock  samples  are  not  used)  from  21 
regional  Health  Department  labora- 
tories throughout  the  State.  In  view  of 
the  vaccination  provision  of  the  new 
State  law,  calfhood  vaccinations  are 
expected  to  increase  by  35  to  40  percent 
over  1959. 
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UTAH 


Activities 


Calendar  Year 


1958 


Blood  Tests 

Herds  -  Lots   6,885 

Reactor  Herds  -  Lots   580 

Percent   8.4 

Cattle  Tested   80,821 

Reactor  Cattle   1,194 

Percent   1.5 

Reactors  Slaughtered 

Percent   104.6 

Ring  Tests 

Herd  Tests   17,018 

Suspicious  Herd  Tests   306 

Percent   1.8 

Vaccinations  (Calfhood)   77,031 

Certifications 

New  and  Reinstated  Counties   14 

Counties  Removed   0 

Total  Certified  Counties   29 


1959 

3,743 
263 
7.0 
33,753 
600 
1.8 

90.3 

18,595 
191 
1.0 

86,435 

0 
0 
29 


Percent  Change 
for  1959 

-45.6 

-54.7 

(-1.4) 

-58.2 

-49.7 

(+0.3) 


(-14.3) 

+9.3 
-37.6 

(-0.8) 
+  12.2 


(  )  %  difference 


Utah  has  continued  to  move  toward 
eradication  during  the  past  year.  The 
most  significant  advance  was  the  pass- 
ing of  "Regulation  45"  which  makes  it 
mandatory  that  all  cattle  over  3  years 
of  age  be  back-tagged.  With  all  areas 
covered,  approximatley  50,000  cattle 
will  be  identified  under  this  program 
during  1960.  Another  improvement  in 
the  eradication  program  was  a  change 
from  twice -annual  to  thrice-annual 
brucellosis  ring  tests.  There  are  26 
local  animal  health  committees  in  the 
State,  and  these  contribute  effectively 
in  enforcement  of  quarantine  measures, 
and  in  arranging  sufficient  testing  to 
assure  recertification  of  areas  as  they 


come  due.  Plans  for  the  future  include 
more  rigid  enforcement  of  Federal 
interstate  regulations,  more  effective 
quarantine  enforcement,  stepped  up 
testing  schedules  in  infected  herds  and 
of  suspicious  animals,  and  an  extensive 
study  of  herds  in  which  infection  is 
found.  Infection  rates  are  expected  to 
fall  to  practically  nil  by  the  end  of  1  960. 

The  Babcock  composite  sample  is 
being  used  wherever  feasible,  and 
now  comprises  99  percent  of  the  bru- 
cellosis ring  tests.  Calfhood  vacci- 
nations continue  to  increase,  with 
almost  100  percent  vaccination  of 
eligible  calves  expected  in  1960. 
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VERMONT 


Activities  Calendar  Year  Percent  Change 

1958  1959  for  1959 

Blood  Tests 

Herds -Lots   5,633  5,508  -2.2 

Reactor  Herds  -  Lots   702  593  -15.5 

Percent   12.5  10.8  (-1.7) 

Cattle  Tested   131,969  128,920  -2.3 

Reactor  Cattle   1,249  1,127  -9.8 

Percent   0.9  0.9  (0,0) 

Reactors  Slaughtered 

Percent   91.2  89.7  (-1.5) 

Ring  Tests 

Herd  Tests   14,491  20,112  +38.8 

Suspicious  Herd  Tests   1,117  1,299  +16.3 

Percent   7.7  6.5  (-1.2) 

Vaccinations  (Calfhood)   54,259  55,245  +1.8 

Certifications 

New  and  Reinstated  Counties   0  0   

Counties  Removed   0  0   

Total  Certified  Counties   14  14   

Q::^:^^  (  )  %  difference 


Vermont  is  moving  toward  eradica- 
tion with  confidence.  A  new  State  law 
makes  it  mandatory  that  reactors  be 
slaughtered  within  15  days.  A  new 
regulation  provides  for  quarantine  of 
suspects  until  retested  negative  or 
slaughtered.  Persistent  infection  in 
certain  herds  indicated  problems  of 
management  and  sanitation.  This  has 
been  overcome  in  many  instances  by 
instruction  in  acceptable  husbandry, 
and  the  use  of  the  Federal  spray  equip- 
ment.   Further  epidemiology  is  being 


planned,  including  culturing  of  quarter 
samples  of  milk  from  animals  sus- 
picious to  brucellosis  tests,  etc.  Using 
all  of  these  procedures,  it  is  anticipated 
that  the  State  will  approach  actual 
eradication  in  2  years. 

Changing  to  the  Babcock  composite 
sample  for  brucellosis  ring  tests  has 
increased  the  efficiency  of  ring  test 
activities.  Nearly  100  percent  of  all 
eligible  calves  in  Vermont  are  vacci- 
nated each  year,  and  there  is  no  sign 
that  this  rate  will  decrease. 
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VIRGINIA 


Activities  Calendar  Year  Percent  Change 

1958  1959  for  1959 

Blood  Tests 

Herds -Lots   27,606  25,604  -7.3 

Reactor  Herds  -  Lots   985  982  -0.3 

Percent   3.6  3.8  (+0,2) 

Cattle  Tested   350,301  374,666  +7.0 

Reactor  Cattle   1,858  2,012  +8.3 

Percent   0.5  0.5  (0.0) 

Reactors  Slaughtered 

Percent   118.1  95.7  (-22.4) 

Ring  Tests 

Herd  Tests   934  711  -23.9 

Suspicious  Herd  Tests   13  119  +815.4 

Percent   1.3  16.7  (+15.4) 

Vaccinations  (Calfhood)   87,024  108,947  +25.2 

Certifications 

New  and  Reinstated  Counties   34  14   

Counties  Removed   2*  0   

Total  Certified  Counties   42  56   

♦Warwick  and  Elizabeth  City  Counties  abolished 

Q::^^^  (  )  %  difference 


Continued  shortage  of  full-time 
supervisory  personnel,  and  limitation 
of  funds  have  hampered  progress  during 
1959.  As  a  result,  the  Statewide  certifi- 
cation goal  has  been  set  back  to  June, 
1961.  Special  emphasis  is  being  placed 
on  problem  herds,  and  includes  more 
frequent  retests,  thorough  cleaning  and 
disinfection  of  premises,  vaccination  of 
calves,  improvements  in  herd  manage- 
ment practices  in  relation  to  isolation 
of    suspect  animals,   and  purchasing 


only  calfhood  vaccinated  replacements. 
Thought  is  being  given  to  the  possibility 
of  brucellosis  in  other  species  of  live- 
stock. 

An  immediate  change  from  fresh 
milk  to  Babcock  preserved  samples 
is  anticipated  for  conducting  brucel- 
losis ring  tests,  and  all  tests  in  1960 
will  use  this  procedure.  Calfhood  vac- 
cinations are  expected  to  continue  at 
55  to  60  percent  of  the  eligible  calves. 
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WASHINGTON 


Activities  Calendar  Year  Percent  Change 

1958  1959  for  1959 

Blood  Tests 

Herds -Lots   7,953  63,207  +694.8 

Reactor  Herds  -  Lots   443  406  -8,4 

Percent   5,6  0,6  (-5,0) 

Cattle  Tested   145,737  167,348  +14,8 

Reactor  Cattle   1,111  940  -15.4 

Percent   0.8  0.6  (-0.2) 

Reactors  Slaughtered 

Percent   85.5  76.6  (-8.9) 

Ring  Tests 

Herd  Tests   15,682  14,181  -9.6 

Suspicious  Herd  Tests  ,  ,  745  453  -39.2 

Percent   4,8  3.2  (-1.6) 

Vaccinations  (Calfhood)   117,548  129,521  +10.2 

Certifications 

New  and  Reinstated  Counties   0  0   

Counties  Removed   0  0   

Total  Certified  Counties   39  39   

Q-:^?^  (  )  %  difference 


Encouraging  progress  continues  in 
Washington,  with  the  prospect  of 
completing  eradication  by  June,  1961. 
Special  attention  is  being  given  to  herds 
which  disclose  reactors.  For  instance, 
testing  is  conducted  at  15  to  30  day 
intervals,  suspects  are  isolated,  re- 
actors are  promptly  removed, premises 
are  more  thoroughly  cleaned  and  disin- 
fected, and  quarantines  are  continued 
in  force  until  the  herds  pass  2  negative 
tests.  When  ring  tests  are  suspicious, 
all  animals  contributing  to  the  milk 
supply  are  blood  tested,  regardless  of 
age  and  vaccination  status. 


A  comprehensive  back-tagging  and 
testing  program  is  continuing  in  the 
State,  the  tags  being  applied  by  brand 
inspectors  at  livestock  markets.  More 
than  10  thousand  cattle  are  being  identi- 
fied and  blood  tested  each  month  under 
this  program.  The  procedure  has  proved 
very  effective  in  disclosing  infected 
herds  of  origin  of  cattle  classed  as 
reactors  at  time  of  slaughter. 

The  Babcock  composite  sample  has 
not  been  utilized,  as  yet,  for  conducting 
the  brucellosis  ring  test.  Calfhood  vac- 
cinations are  expected  to  continue  at 
the  rate  of  80  percent  of  eligible  calves. 
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WEST  VIRGINIA 


Activities  Calendar  Year  Percent  Change 

1958  1959  for  1959 

Blood  Tests 

Herds -Lots   23,072  17.029  -26.2 

Reactor  Herds  -  Lots   461  293  -26.4 

Percent   2.0  1.7  (-0.3) 

Cattle  Tested   227.364  198.749  -12.6 

Reactor  Cattle   1.020  613  -39.9 

Percent   0.4  0.3  (-0.1) 

Reactors  Slaughtered 

Percent   101.0  110.7  (+9.7) 

Ring  Tests 

Herd  Tests   250  726  +190.4 

Suspicious  Herd  Tests   8  13  +62.5 

Percent   3.2  1.8  (-1.4) 

Vaccinations  (Calfhood)   10,539  11,315  +7.4 

Certifications 

New  and  Reinstated  Counties   19  12   

Counties  Removed   1  0   

Total  Cer^-ned  Counties   43  55   

Qji^;^  (  )  %  difference 


West  Virginia  achieved  Statewide 
certification  on  October  9,  only  a  few 
days  later  than  the  announced  goal  of 
September.  1959.  Immediate  plans 
call  for  the  inauguration  of  a  brucellosis 
ring  test  program  which  will  cover  27 
thousand  herds  in  1960,  In  addition,  a 
back-tagging  program  will  be  initiated 
which  is  expected  to  permit  the  identifi- 
cation of  approximately  25  thousand 
cattle  during  the  coming  year.  In  view 
of  these  comprehensive  surveillance 
programs,  marked  reduction  in  infec- 
tion rates   are  expected.      Using  all 


available  tools,  the  State  expects  to 
reach  eradication  by  1962.  Because 
West  Virginia  herds  are  small  and  more 
than  95  percent  of  the  infected  herds 
have  been  freed  of  the  disease  on  the 
first  test,  this  goal  appears  realistic. 

The  Babcock  composite  sample  will 
be  used  in  approximately  60  percent 
of  all  brucellosis  ring  tests.  Calfhood 
vaccinations  continue  to  increase,  with 
approximately  30  percent  of  the  eligible 
calves  expected  to  be  vaccinated  during 
1960. 
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WISCONSIN 


Activities  Calendar  Year  Percent  Change 

1958  1959  for  1959 

Blood  Tests 

Herds  -  Lots   23,008  31,209  +35.6 

Reactor  Herds  -  Lots   2,727  1,489  -45.4 

Percent   11.9  4.8  (-7.1) 

Cattle  Tested   482,921  391,063  -19.0 

Reactor  Cattle   5,154  2,814  -45.4 

Percent   1.1  0.7  (-0.4) 

Reactors  Slaughtered 

Percent   112.3  113.5  (+1.2) 

Ring  Tests 

Herd  Tests   218,418  178,116  -18.5 

Suspicious  Herd  Tests   6,028  3,242  -46.2 

Percent   2.8  1.8  (-1.0) 

Vaccinations  (Calfhood)   564,676  556,846  +0.4 

Certifications 

New  and  Reinstated  Counties   0  0   

Counties  Removed   0  0   

Total  Certified  Counties   71  71 

Q^^^  (  )  %  difference 


Two  counties.  Green  and  Rock,  have 
been  established  as  special  project 
areas  for  completing  brucellosis  eradi- 
cation. The  University  of  Wisconsin  is 
cooperating  in  this  endeavor.  Methods 
being  used  in  project  counties  are 
(1)  culture  of  individual  quarter  milk 
samples,  (2)  vaginal  mucus  agglutina- 
tion and  culture,  (3)  culture  procedures 
conducive  to  isolation  of  Brucella 
abortus  Type  2,  (4)  whey  plate  test, 
(5)  inoculation  of  guinea  pigs  with  com- 
posite cream  samples,  (6)  semen  sam- 
ple examinations,  (7)  blood  test  of  other 
species  of  livestock,  (8)  thorough  clean- 
ing and  disinfection  procedures,  and 
(9)  epidemiology  involving  all  possible 


factors.  Specific  plans  for  completion 
of  eradication  are  being  formulated  for 
the  entire  State,  based  upon  the  results 
of  this  special  study. 

Tagging  and  testing  of  cull  and  dry 
beef  cattle  is  under  way  in  a  study 
project  which  includes  100  herds  in  8 
counties.  It  is  expected  that  the  pro- 
gram will  expand  to  cover  several 
hundred  herds  in  1960. 

The  Babcock  composite  sample  is 
used  almost  exclusively  in  Wisconsin 
for  conducting  the  brucellosis  ring  test, 
Calfhood  vaccinations  are  expected  to 
continue  at  75  to  80  percent  of  the 
eligible  calves. 
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WYOMING 


Activities  Calendar  Year  Percent  Change 

1958  1959  for  1959 

Blood  Tests 

Herds -Lots   3,550  2,359  -33.5 

Reactor  Herds  -  Lots   341  169  -50.4 

Percent   9.6  7.2  (-2.4) 

Cattle  Tested   120,438  68,304  -43.3 

Reactor  Cattle   1,074  472  -56.1 

Percent  .o  0.9  0.7  (-0.2) 

Reactors  Slaughtered 

Percent   78.3  89.1  (+10.8) 

Ring  Tests 

Herd  Tests   3,936  3,754  -4.6 

Suspicious  Herd  Tests   262  60  -77.1 

Percent   6.7  1.6  (-5.1) 

Vaccinations  (Calfhood)   178,215  210,785  +18.3 

Certifications 

New  and  Reinstated  Counties   4  3   

Counties  Removed   1*  0   

Total  Certified  Counties   3  6   

*Alta  Area  in  Teton  County  previously  ^^^t^ 
included  as  a  certified  county.  (^^^^Ti  (  )  %  difference 


Progress  is  slow  in  Wyoming,  and 
as  a  result,  the  Statewide  certification 
goal  has  been  set  back  two  years  to 
December,  1962.  Additional  personnel 
are  needed  if  more  rapid  progress  is 
to  be  made.  Identification  and  testing  of 
cull  and  dry  cattle  is  underway,  and  12 
thousand  cattle  are  expected  to  be  iden- 
tified during  the  coming  year.  Federal 
and    State    veterinary    personnel  are 


actively  participating  in  testing  and 
vaccinating  activities  to  meet  the  needs 
of  the  program.  Most  testing  activity 
is   seasonal,   in  late   fall  and  winter. 

Babcock  composite  samples  are  not 
used  in  Wyoming  for  conducting  bru- 
cellosis ring  tests.  Calfhood  vaccina- 
tions are  expected  to  increase  from  90 
percent  during  1959  to  95  percent  dur- 
ing 1960. 
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PUERTO  RICO 


Activities  Calendar  Year  Percent  Change 

1958  1959  for  1959 

Blood  Tests 

Herds -Lots   7,854  9,909  +26.2 

Reactor  Herds  -  Lots   815  690  -15.3 

Percent   10.4  7.0  (-3.4) 

Cattle  Tested   213,588  188,154  -11.9 

Reactor  Cattle   1,503  1,478  -1.7 

Percent   0.7  0.8  (+0.1) 

Reactors  Slaughtered 

Percent   81.2  •  92.8  (+11.6) 

Ring  Tests 

Herd  Tests   1,039  1,555  +49.7 

Suspicious  Herd  Tests   202  142  -29.7 

Percent   19.4  9.1  (-10.3) 

Vaccinations  (Calfhood)   16,398  16,612  +1.3 

Certifications 

New  and  Reinstated  Counties   0  0   

Counties  Removed   0  0   

Total  Certified  Counties   77  77   

(  )  %  difference 


A  number  of  difficulties  must  be 
overcome  in  known  infected  herds  be- 
fore brucellosis  will  be  completely 
wiped  out  in  Puerto  Rico.  It  is  antici- 
pated that  eradication  can  be  achieved 
in  2  years  through  application  of 
present  methods  plus  more  thorough 
cleaning  and  disinfection  of  premises, 
improved  herd  management  through 
educational  activities,  and  tighter  quar- 
antine control.  Special  equipment  for 
disinfecting  premises  was  put  in  opera- 
tion during  1959,  with  one  man  assigned 


full-time  to  the  project.  Problem  herd 
premises  are  receiving  special  empha- 
sis and  study.  There  has  been  some 
difficulty  in  eradicating  brucellosis 
from  a  few  herds  even  though  all  recom- 
mended procedures  are  apparently 
being  properly  applied. 

Babcock  composite  samples  are  not 
being  used  in  Puerto  Rico  for  conduct- 
ing brucellosis  ring  tests.  Calfhood 
vaccinations  are  expected  to  increase 
during  1960,  with  55  to  60  percent  of 
the   eligible   calves   to  be  vaccinated. 
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VIRGIN  ISLANDS 


Activities 

Blood  Tests 

Herds  -  Lots  

Reactor  Herds  -  Lots  

Percent   

Cattle  Tested  

Reactor  Cattle  

Percent   

Reactors  Slaughtered 

Percent   

Ring  Tests 

Herd  Tests  

Suspicious  Herd  Tests  .... 

Percent  

Vaccinations  (Calfhood)  

Certifications 

New  and  Reinstated  Counties 

Counties  Removed  

Total  Certified  Counties  .... 


Calendar  Year 


1958 

74 

18 
24.3 
5,273 
42 
0.8 

159.5 

0 
0 

0.0 

0 

2 
0 
3 


1959 

23 

9 

39.1 
4,168 
12 
0.3 

200.0 

0 
0 
0.0 
0 

0 
0 
3 


Percent  Change 
for  1959 

-68.9 
-50.0 
(+14.8) 
-21.0 
-71.4 
(-0.5) 


(+118.8) 

0.0 
0.0 
(0.0) 
0.0 


(  )  %  difference 


Testing  activities  continue  on  a 
limited  scale  in  herds  in  which  infection 
was  formerly  found.  As  an  example  of 
progress,  during  the  period  from  July 
1  through  November  30,  1959,  reactors 


were  found  in  only  2  lots  of  8  tested, 
and  only  2  reactors  were  disclosed  out 
of  1,609  cattle  tested.  It  is  hoped  that 
brucellosis  will  soon  be  completely 
eliminated    from  the  Virgin  Islands. 
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